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FIREFLY
“JOURNEY TO ARIEL”

TEASER

INT. ST LUCY'S OPERATING ROOM - DAY

Horrified scientists and doctors recoil from the operating table 
as the subject-turned-creature snarls at them and slashes at 
anything within reach, ripping wires and tubes from its body.

The creature breaks free from his restraints and lunges toward the 
gov't official.

GOV'T OFFICIAL 1
For God's sake, guards, don't just stand 
there - shoot him! 

The guards empty several rounds into the creature. He is finally 
put down when one bullet pierces his skull. 

As the creature lies lifeless on the floor, the doctors and 
scientists stand there in shock, not knowing what to do next. 

GOV'T OFFICIAL 1
Is it...dead? 

                  SCIENTIST
           Looks like it from here. Good enough for me.

                             DOCTOR 1
           Yup...me, too. Dead, alright.

The gov't official shakes his head in disgust.

                          GOV'T OFFICIAL 1 
           Soldiers, get this body on a gurney.

As the soldiers oblige, the gov't official turns to the head 
scientist, appearing non-too-happy with the series of events.      

GOV'T OFFICIAL 1
If there is one more mishap like this... 

SCIENTIST 
There won't be, sir. I'll see to it. 

GOV'T OFFICIAL 1
           You do that. In the meantime...get rid of 
           this creature and BRING IN THE NEXT SUBJECT!

Interns wheel out the creature's body as doctors prep nervously.

END OF TEASER
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ACT ONE

INT. SERENITY - INARA'S SHUTTLE - DAY

Inara has been teaching Saffron some of the finer points of being a
companion. She is just finishing up a video-comm with Magistrate 
Solloman. 

INARA
So we'll see you tomorrow night. Until 
then... 

MAGISTRATE SOLLOMAN
Looking forward to it, Inara. Good-bye. 

INARA
(turns to Saffron)

Are you sure you're up for this? 

SAFFRON
Are you kidding? Inara, honey, if it involves
seduction, you might just learn a thing or 
two from me. It's not like this is my first 
go-around with compani- 

Saffron stops short, not wanting Inara to know she's had training. 

INARA
You were saying? 

SAFFRON
Nevermind. Trust me...I'll be fine...better 
than fine....amazing. 

                    INARA
Cockiness is not a desirable trait in this 
profession. Your client will...

                    SAFFRON
           (finishing her sentence)
...not be awake long enough to care.

INARA
Shi ma. I take it you have your special 
lipstick with you? Enough for us both? 

SAFFRON
(offended)

 Of course. 

Just then, there is a knock on the shuttle door. 
                         

MAL
Am I interrupting anything, ladies? 
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INARA
Oh Mal....you're back. 
               

MAL
Just now. Literally. Walk; knock; talk. 

INARA
Clever, but no need to feel guilty just 
because you normally barge in without asking.
So how'd it go?

MAL
That contact of Elias' - Jonah - is a right 
friendly fella - generous, too. Got us enough
of everything we need to put some serious 
hurt on any purple bellies that come betwixt 
us and Wash. 

INARA
That's good to hear. Say, I'm sorry about 
sending Jayne up to the mine.  Let's just say
Saffron was having a rather undesirable 
effect on him. 

SAFFRON
Undesirable for who? 

MAL
(points at Saffron)

You - hush! 
(turns to Inara)

As for you....I must admit it was a poor 
decision on my part to leave Jayne with the 
likes of...her.

(points to Saffron)
Ya made the right call. 

INARA
(astonished)

Doth my ears deceive me? The great Malcolm 
Reynolds admits to making a mistake? 

MAL
An error in judgment. Relish the moment. It 
won't happen again. 

(pauses)
So, you two leavin' soon? 

INARA
Within the hour. 

MAL
Ok. I'll send Elias in and you can get him 
up-to-snuff on companion guardian protocol 
and the like. 
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INT. ST LUCY'S – OPERATING ROOM

Wash is on a table, ready to be injected.

GOV'T OFFICIAL 1
Wait a minute. That's Reynold's pilot. I 
thought I told you he is not to be injected 
until we know the serum works! He's no use 
to us dead. Put him back in his pod and 
bring in a different subject.

INTERN
Yes, sir.

EXT. EARLY'S SHIP – LATER THAT DAY

Elias and Saffron are already in the ship, strapped in, and ready 
to go. Inara stands outside with Mal. 

MAL
I got a real bad feelin' about this. 

INARA
(takes Mal's hands in hers)

Relax Mal. We know what we're getting into. 
I can sense if Saffron's trying to play us, 
and Elias will see to it that she doesn't. 

MAL
That ain't the only thing what's got me 
uneasy. Gettin' in should be no problem. It's
gettin' out... 

(voice chokes up a bit)
If anything happened to you... 

INARA
Why Mal, is that genuine concern for my well-
being that I detect? 

MAL
Inara...I.... 

They gaze at each other and lean toward each other as if about to 
kiss. Just then Jayne comes up behind them. 

JAYNE
Hey Cap. Was wonderin' if...ohhh...sorry. 

Jayne sees them, turns around, and starts to walk the other way. 
Inara and Mal stop, let go of each others' hands, and back up.  

MAL
                (embarrassed)
We was just... 
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INARA
...saying our goodbyes. 

JAYNE
(stops and turns around)

Ya...I can see that...need to run          
somethin' by ya, Mal...when ya finish 
your...good-by'in'. 

Jayne heads back to the ship, smirking and shaking his head. 

MAL
Be careful, Inara. Don't take any unnecessary
risks. I need you back her in one piece... 
with those uniforms and key cards. 

Inara, unable to find the right words, simply smiles, nods, and 
boards Early's ship. Mal heads back to Serenity. 

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE

River is sitting in the navigator's chair with Simon standing 
behind her. They both gaze out the window and watch Early's ship 
start to lift off. 

SIMON
I'm worried about them. 

RIVER
(suddenly gets a premonition)

You should be. 

River gazes out the window and upward. Just then, an explosion is 
heard just outside the ship as a projectile of some kind hits a 
nearby rock outcropping. 

EXT. SKY ABOVE SERENITY

Niska's ship comes into view, firing on Early's ship. 

INT. EARLY'S SHIP - BRIDGE

Inara frantically tries to hail Serenity. 

INARA
(over the comm)

Serenity! This is Inara! Mal, are you there? 

SIMON (V.O.)
This is Simon. What's your status? 
                  

INARA
(over the comm)

Don't think we've been hit yet but it's just 
a matter of time! Get Mal! 
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INT. SERENITY BRIDGE

Just then, Mal enters the bridge. 

MAL
(taking the handset from Simon)

Inara - get the hell outta here! 
(gets an idea)

No...wait...circle back around if you can. 

INARA (V.O.)
Why? 

MAL
(over to comm)

Just do it!!! 

Mal puts down the handset to talk to the others. 

MAL (CONT'D)
Simon, tell Kaylee to open the cargo bay door
...one o' ya get Jayne down there...and tell 
him to bring Sophie! 

Mal runs off the bridge. 

ANGLE ON EARLY'S SHIP CIRCLING AROUND SO IT'S HEADING BACK TOWARDS 
SERENITY, WITH NISKA'S SHIP IN HOT PURSUIT. 

INT. NISKA'S SHIP - BRIDGE

NISKA
Can someone please explain to me why dat 
bounty hunter's ship is still flying? 

GUNNER
That minx musta sabotaged us worse than I 
thought. I can't lock on to a target. 

NISKA
Den I suggest you improve your aim. Must I 
remind you what happens to doz who fail me? 

INT./EXT. SERENITY CARGO BAY / OUTSIDE THE SHIP

Mal bolts into the cargo bay. Jayne is already there, carrying his 
precious bazooka. 

JAYNE
How'd you know I brought Sophie to the ship? 

                                  
MAL

Didn't. Just a hunch. Hurry - let's get 'er 
set up outside. 
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Mal grabs Jayne by the shirt and pulls him along as they rush 
outside. They get clear of Serenity to get a good look at the two 
incoming ships. 

MAL (CONT'D)
Jayne, you got one good shot at that other 
ship. Make it count. 

JAYNE
(crouches; adjusts 
scope; takes aim)

C'mon Sophie honey...make daddy proud. 

Jayne FIRES! A projectile STREAKS towards the ship. It's a DIRECT 
HIT on one of the engines! The EXPLOSION ENGULFS the ship in 
FLAMES. It immediately begins its death spiral back to earth, SMOKE
BILLOWING from what's left of the ship. It crashes to earth, 
creating an even bigger EXPLOSION. 

Mal is elated; He tries to figure out how to thank Jayne without 
appearing overly emotional. He looks at Jayne but no words come so 
he simply gives Jayne a nod. Jayne smiles back, almost cocky. 

                                MAL
Not ta ruin the moment we're havin' right 
now, but I kinda need to find out if everyone
up there... 

(glances skyward)
...is ok.

Jayne nods. Mal sprints into the cargo bay and grabs the comm. 

MAL
(frantically over the comm)

Anyone heard from Inara!? 

SIMON (V.O.)
I just did, Captain. Inara says everyone is 
fine. The ship sustained some very minor 
damage but it shouldn't affect navigation or 
life support. They're leaving the outer atmo 
and heading out into space. She said she'll 
contact us if they have any more trouble. 

MAL
(over the comm)

Well, that ain't much solace but I reckon 
it'll have to do.

(flicks a switch)
Ok, people - dining room - on the double. 

                                                 
EXT. NISKA SHIP CRASH SITE

Amid the smoking ruins lies a badly damaged but intact escape pod.
A hatch-type door slowly opens...
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INT. SERENITY DINING ROOM

Mal is standing. Everyone else is sitting around the table. 

MAL
First off, we owe Jayne a powerful debt of 
gratitude. 

Mal applauds. The others join in, except for Simon. 

JAYNE
Pretty good shot for a big dumb animal, huh? 

Jayne glances Simon's way; he claps, begrudgingly.

MAL
(to Jayne)

It was at that. Always nice to get a 
reminder of why we keep you around.  

(to everyone)
Now, I'm more than a little curious as ta 
who's so all-fired upset with us. Patience, 
you get a look at the ship? 

PATIENCE
'Fraid not, Mal. 

MAL
Any theories? 'Cuz I got one. 

PATIENCE
Well, if ya held a gun to my head...poor 
choice o' words...I'd say Niska and his gang 
got their ship fixed and came gunnin' fer 
us....well, us being me, Saffron, and Early. 

MAL
I'm thinkin' the same...'twould explain why 
they went after Early's boat and not ours.

(pauses and thinks)
Alright. We got some time to kill 'fore Inara
and company return. Kaylee 'n Simon... we's 
gonna pay a visit to that wreckage. See if 
there are any parts we can scavenge for 
Serenity and check for survivors. Jayne and 
Zoe, make sure them fuel cells get recharged.

SIMON
(to River)

I'm to be gone for a while. Will you be ok? 
                                                    

RIVER
Sure. 
               (hugs Patience) 
I like her! She has a good heart. 
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Patience is taken aback at first but then warms up to the embrace, 
smiles, looks around at the others, and shrugs a bit.

MAL
That bodes well for you, Patience. But I 
wouldn't attempt any shenanigans while we're 
gone. 

JAYNE
Ya...crazy girl, here, told me once she could
kill me with her brain. 

(looks at Patience)
Reckon the same applies to you. 

Everyone stares at Jayne. 

JAYNE (CONT'D)
Well, she did! 

MAL
Let's go, people. Daylight's burnin'. 

               
                END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT/EXT. EARLY'S SHIP / BRIDGE 

Inara initiates a communique on-screen. 

MAGISTRATE SOLLOMAN
Inara! 

INARA
Magistrate. Are we cleared for landing? 

MAGISTRATE SOLLOMAN
You are. I trust you had a safe and 
uneventful flight? 

INARA
(hesitates)

A bit of a rocky start but we're all good. 

MAGISTRATE SOLLOMAN
Hmm...well...you'll have to tell me all 
about. I look forward to seeing you soon. 

INARA
Likewise Magistrate. Bye. 

INT. ST LUCY'S MAGISTRATE'S QUARTERS

Chancellor Chambliss, a heavily-armed guard, and the Operative 
(still in shackles) are standing next to the magistrate. 

CHAMBLISS
This Inara...is she trustworthy? 

MAGISTRATE SOLLOMAN
I have never known her to be anything but. 

OPERATIVE
Inara is once again a well-respected 
companion. But her former ties to Malcolm 
Reynolds cast some doubt on her intentions 
here, especially given the fact that Reynolds
and his crew will almost certainly attempt a 
rescue. I recommend we monitor her stay here 
very closely. 

EXT. NISKA'S SHIP CRASH SITE - DUSK

Mal, Simon, and Kaylee walk and talk amidst the wreckage. 

KAYLEE
As I figured, Cap, not a lot left here to 
salvage that would be of any use...whoa!
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Kaylee spots an engine part and picks it up with gloved hands.

KAYLEE (CONT'D)
Cap...you recognize this piece? 

MAL
Kinda...should I? 

KAYLEE
It's a catalyzer....like the one you had to 
replace on Serenity years ago when she was 
dead in the water. 

MAL
Ah, yes... 

CUT TO: 

FLASHBACK: SERENITY ENGINE ROOM - 8 YRS AGO

Mal relives the trauma of being alone on the ship and having to 
replace the catalyzer while enduring a gunshot wound. 

END FLASHBACK. 

MAL
If I have to do that ever again, it'll be too
soon. Does it seem to be in good shape? 

KAYLEE
It does – have to install it to see if it 
works or not. 

SIMON
(noticing something unusual)

Hey, what's that up ahead? 

The three of them rush to a pod of some sort. 

KAYLEE
It's an escape pod. Someone musta left the 
ship before it crashed. It's in pretty rough 
shape... 

MAL
...and empty. 

Just then, Niska comes out from behind a rock, looking like hell, 
weapon pointed at the three. He can barely stand. 

NISKA
Looking for someone? 

Mal instantly recognizes the voice and all three turn around. 
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MAL
Niska! 

NISKA
Vell, vell. Captain Reynolds. And just when I
t'ought I was having a bad day. We have 
unfinished biz'ness, you and I. Things...not 
so solid between us. I assume you are to 
blame for taking down my ship? 

MAL
Well...not me personally, no. 

NISKA
Then one of your crew. It matters not. I am 
going to enjoy this one last act of... 

(starts to feel dizzy)
...revenge...much as I would... 

(begins to waver)
...prefer to...finish torturing.... 

MAL
Don't take this the wrong way, Niska, but you
don't look so good. 

NISKA
(wavering even more)

I...don't...feel...so good... 

His arm holding the gun drops somewhat. Mal uses the opportunity to
DRAW his weapon and FIRES, hitting Niska and KNOCKING him to the 
ground. Mal, Kaylee, and Simon rush to Niska's body. 

SIMON
(examining the wound)

Did you really have to shoot him? 

MAL
Uh-huh, I really did. Do you have any idea 
what this sicko did to me? 

SIMON
Yes...I treated your injuries back on 
Serenity after we sprung you from his space 
station. Remember? 

MAL
(remembering)

Oh ya. 

NISKA
(in a quiet, forced voice)

Reynolds.... 
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MAL
Ya just don't know when to die, do ya? 

NISKA
If I die...you die...wit me. 

Niska reveals a grenade he has just pulled the pin from, then 
passes out. 

MAL
Grenade!! 

Mal, Kaylee, and Simon take off running, expecting the worst. After
getting a safe distance from Niska, the grenade has yet to go off. 
They stop and turn around, perplexed but relieved. 

SIMON
Hmmm...must of been a dud. 

Just then a huge EXPLOSION occurs, KNOCKING them back and to the 
ground. They get back up slowly and dust themselves off. 

MAL
Or not......everyone ok? 

KAYLEE
I think so, Cap'n. 

SIMON
Some ringing in the ears but I should be fine.

MAL
(to Simon)

Oh, by the way, that's why I shot him! 
(feeling vindicated)

We best get back to the ship. Kaylee, don't 
forget your...um... 
                                  

KAYLEE
Catalyzer. 

MAL
Ya, that. It's gettin' dark. Let's move. 

INT./EXT. ST LUCY'S / MAGISTRATE'S QUARTERS – EARLY EVENING

Early's ship has just landed. Inara greets the magistrate and makes
introductions. 

INARA
Magistrate....I'd like you to meet my 
guardian, Ely. 

Elias and the magistrate shake hands. 
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INARA (CONT'D)
And this is my finest protege, Samantha.

MAGISTRATE SOLLOMAN
Samantha. A beautiful name for a beautiful 
woman. 

(bows slightly, taking her 
hand in his, and kisses it)

The other three magistrates await us in my 
quarters. Please follow me. 

They wind their way down a long corridor. 

MAGISTRATE SOLLOMAN
So, forgive me for asking as you did not have
a guardian at our previous appointment, but 
will he be in the same room with us? 

INARA
No, magistrate, just outside the door. 
However, he must have access to this room 
should something happen to me.

MAGISTRATE SOLLOMAN
I am just concerned for our privacy....and 
security. 

INARA
Understandable. 

They arrive at the magistrate's quarters. There is an Alliance 
officer posted at the door. 

MAGISTRATE SOLLOMAN
Ah. Here we are. Ladies, come in. Ely, please
wait here. I can assure you that Inara and 
Samantha are in no danger. 

They all go inside, except for Elias, who waits just outside the 
door. Elias, looks at the guard and smiles. The guard remains 
expressionless. 

INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY

River and Patience are sitting on boxes, talking and getting to 
know each other better. For some reason, River has bonded with her 
and they are becoming fast friends. 

PATIENCE
...well, we had Mal and his men outnumbered 
and they still managed to get the drop on us 
and he left with his payment. "I do the job, 
and then I get paid" I 'member him sayin'. 
                    (MORE)
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               PATIENCE (CONT'D)
Didn't much care for how things turned out 
that day, but I realized then that Malcolm 
Reynolds is not to be trifled with. You got 
yourself one damn fine captain, River. 

Mal, Simon, and Kaylee return, walking up the ramp and into the 
cargo bay just as Patience finishes talking. 

MAL
A compliment for me, coming from you?  

PATIENCE
You earned my respect that day, Reynolds. 
Ain't ashamed of it. 

MAL
Well...thanks. Now, can ya tell me where Zoe 
and Jayne are? 

PATIENCE
Engine room last I knew. 

MAL
Kaylee, why don't you join 'em. Need to make 
sure Serenity's all fueled up and ready to go
by tomorrow. 

KAYLEE
(as she leaves)

On my way, Cap'n. 

MAL
Patience, just a reminder...River can read 
minds. I hope your intentions in helping us 
are on the up-'n-up, 'cuz if not....

PATIENCE
Relax, Mal. She's like the granddaughter I 
never had. This time, you can count on me. 

INT. ST LUCY'S JUST OUTSIDE THE MAGISTRATE'S QUARTERS

Elias and the guard stand just outside the magistrate's door.  
Voices and giggling coming from inside indicate things are going 
well. Outside.... 

ELIAS
Quite the facility here, huh? 

The guard does not respond. 

ELIAS (CONT'D)
So...how long have you been a guard for the 
magistrate? 
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Again, the guard remains stoic. 

ELIAS (CONT'D)
Conversation not your strong suit, huh? 

The guard finally glances Elias' way, giving a stern look but 
saying nothing. 

Just then a SCREAM is heard coming from inside the room, getting 
the attention of both Elias and the guard. 

INT. SECURITY CONTROL ROOM

We see a gov't official, security officer Zihn, and the Operative 
monitoring the aforementioned activity on one of many screens 
hooked up to security cameras. They can see what's going on but 
apparently did not hear the scream. They watch as the guard opens 
the door and both he and Elias go in. 

GOV'T OFFICIAL 2
What do you make of this? Can we view what's 
happening inside the room? 

OPERATIVE
That camera is offline. I'm sure the 
magistrate prefers his privacy when 
entertaining a companion. I would think it 
prudent to investigate. 

GOV'T OFFICIAL 2
(to the security officer)

Zihn, take a couple of officers down to the 
magistrate's room. If there's any hanky panky
going on, I want to know about it. 

ZIHN
(snickers)

Sir, the magistrate's entertaining 
companions. There's bound to be hanky panky 
going on. 

GOV'T OFFICIAL 2
How about less of being a smart-ass and more 
of following orders! 

ZIHN
Yes, sir. 

INT. MAGISTRATE'S QUARTERS

All four magistrates are partially naked and out cold. Saffron and 
Inara pretend to be unconscious as well. The guard hurries to 
Magistrate Solloman and kneels down to check his pulse. As he turns
his head and starts to get up, Elias CLOBBERS him with a vase, 
knocking him out. 
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As Inara rises, Saffron gets up as well, comes over to the guard, 
and gives him a nice, long kiss. 

SAFFRON
(to that guard)

Sweet dreams, sugar. 

INARA
They'll all be out for at least a couple 
hours. Let's gather their uniforms and key 
cards. We need to leave right away before 
anyone here figures out what we're up to. 

Just then Zihn and two armed guards arrive at the doorway and train
their weapons on the three. 

ZIHN
I'm afraid it's a little late for that, 
ladies. 

END OF ACT TWO
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                             ACT THREE                            

INT. SERENITY SICKBAY - NIGHT

Simon is unpacking the rest of the medical supplies obtained from 
Jonah and placing them in proper places. River suddenly gets a very
worried look on her face just as Simon turns to say something to 
her. 

SIMON
So tell me about...

(suddenly becomes concerned)
...River...what's wrong? 

RIVER
(sensing something's amiss)

Inara...Elias...Saffron... 
(turns to Simon)

We have to go...now!! 

Simon runs to and uses the shipwide telecomm. 

SIMON
(over the comm)

Mal, River senses Inara, Elias, and Saffron 
are in trouble. She says we have to go now! 

INT. SERENITY ENGINE ROOM

MAL
Ta ma de! 

(then over the comm)
Simon, get River to the bridge. Set course 
for Ariel and get goin' 'soon as we're able. 

(then turns to the others)
Kaylee, get Serenity primed for take-off. 
The rest o' you - come with me. 

CAMERA FOLLOWS MAL, ZOE, AND JAYNE AS THEY MAKE THEIR WAY THROUGH 
THE SHIP AND ON TO THE BRIDGE. 

MAL (CONT'D)
So much for plan A. That device we got from 
Early's ship can still get us in undetected. 
But now we got no uniforms or key cards. 
Gonna need a new plan...pronto.

SIMON
I have one, but I don't think you're going to
like it...in fact, I'm not even sure I do. 

EXT. SERENITY

Serenity flies up through the atmosphere and out into space. 
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INT. ST LUCY'S HALLWAY / CHANCELLOR CHAMBLISS' CHAMBER - NIGHT

The prisoners (handcuffed) are being escorted at gunpoint down a 
hallway. Other Alliance personnel walk by in either direction. One 
recognizes Elias and vice-versa. He subtly slips something from his
hand into Elias' robe pocket as he walks by. They are then led into
an official-looking chamber. There stands Chancellor Chambliss, two
more guards, and the Operative. Inara is taken aback at the sight. 

CHAMBLISS
Come in. Have a seat. I am Chancellor 
Chambliss. My staff has been doing research 
on you since your arrival. Inara, I must say,
I'm very disappointed. You go to all that 
trouble to get back in the good graces of the
Alliance, only to throw it all away on some 
ill-conceived rescue attempt. 

Inara and Elias look at each other, surprised. 

CHAMBLISS (CONT'D)
Yes, we know Malcolm Reynolds and his crew 
will come for Mr. Washburne. Who do you think
it was that allowed the news of your pilot's 
recovery to be leaked in the first place? 
Since we can't seem to find the man 
responsible for broadcasting the Miranda 
video, why not bring him to us? 

Chambliss moves on to Saffron. 

CHAMBLISS
As for you...Samantha...or should I say 
Yolanda. We've been looking for you ever 
since your heart-broken husband from 
Bellerophon - and my friend by the way - 
alerted us to your treachery. Oh, and Durran 
did eventually recover his precious lassiter.

Chambliss' attention changes to Elias. 

CHAMBLISS (CONT'D)
You are a bit of an enigma. Our research on 
you has turned up nothing. I'm assuming you 
aren't Inara's guardian...would you mind 
telling me who you really are? 

ELIAS
Yes, I would mind. 

CHAMBLISS
I expected as much. All the better, actually.
I wouldn't want to deprive our Operative of 
his pleasure. 

(MORE)
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CHAMBLISS (CONT'D)
You will tell us of Reynold's plans. It's 
just a matter of how much pain you can 
endure. Guards - take them to the 
interrogation cell. 

The guards escort Inara, Saffron, and Elias out of the room. 

CHAMBLISS (CONT'D)
Operative...use whatever means necessary to 
extract the information. 

                  OPERATIVE 
It's late...I'm tired...you'll have your 
precious information first thing tomorrow 
morning.

INT. SECURITY CONTROL ROOM – THE NEXT MORNING

A previously seen security officer who monitors the screens 
prepares to leave as his shift is finished and a new one take his 
place. It is the same guy that put the unknown item in Elias' robe 
pocket. 

SECURITY OFFICER
Well....another day another credit. 

ELIAS CONTACT
Anything going on I should know about? 

SECURITY OFFICER
Ya, some companion and her entourage got 
caught being a little too naughty with the 
magistrates. They just got taken into the 
interrogation room. 

ELIAS CONTACT
Really? I'll be sure to keep an eye on them. 

SECURITY OFFICER
Not to worry. Plenty of guards...and the 
Operative will be doing what he does best. 

ELIAS CONTACT
(smiles slyly)

Oh, I'm sure he will.  

The security officer leaves, closing the door behind him. Elias' 
contact sits back to watch the events in the interrogation room 
unfold.

INT. ST LUCY'S INTERROGATION ROOM 

The Operative (still in shackles) stands in front of Elias, who is 
strapped in a chair. 
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Beside the chair is a tray of various instruments used for 
torturing. One guard stands a few feet from them; the other by a 
cell where Inara and Saffron are confined. 
                                         

OPERATIVE
How does the chancellor expect me to do my 
best work while still confined by these 
shackles? 

GUARD 1
Chancellor Chambliss says once the intel 
you extract from the prisoners is used to 
capture or kill that Reynolds guy and his 
crew, then the shackles come off. 

OPERATIVE
(scans instrument tray)

Pity. My performance will be seriously 
hampered. But...no matter...

(pauses)
Guard, do you happen to have the time. Is it 
the top of the hour yet? 

GUARD 1
(looking at his timepiece)

Yes, sir. One minute after. 

OPERATIVE
(smirking)

Excellent... 
(picks up a scalpel in each hand)

These will do nicely. 

ELIAS
Not my first time in a chair like this. No 
matter what you do, you won't get anything 
useful out of me. 

OPERATIVE
I don't intend to. 

As Elias looks perplexed, the Operative WHIRLS around and THROWS 
BOTH SCALPELS, one immediately after the other. 

The first one PIERCES the guard by the cell in the NECK. The guard 
GRABS his neck and FALLS backwards into the cell. Thinking quickly,
Saffron SNATCHES the man's gun from his holster and SMACKS him over
the head with the handle. He slumps to the floor. 

In the meantime, the other guard has been STRUCK in the right 
SHOULDER. He pulls out the scalpel with his left hand but BEFORE he
can DRAW HIS GUN, the Operative is upon him, WRAPPING the CHAIN 
binding his wrists AROUND the NECK of the guard and STRANGLING him.
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ELIAS
Not that I'm complaining, mind you...but why 
didn't you use those scalpels on me? You seem
pretty handy with 'em. 

OPERATIVE
Hardly. I was aiming for their heads. I'm 
afraid my agility and perception have been 
severely hampered by years of confinement. I 
can only hope that my atrophied skills will 
still be sufficient to aid your mission.

ELIAS
Aid us?  I don't understand. 

OPERATIVE
(releases Elias)

Suffice it to say, that video on Miranda 
opened my eyes to the truth. I was committed 
to the Alliance cause of creating a better 
world by controlling the behavior of its 
citizens. But it was all a lie. 

SAFFRON
Excuse me...lovely speech and all, but what 
about us? 

Operative glances their way, then reaches down to the guard and 
grabs a key from his belt. He walks towards the cell, key in hand, 
and opens the cage door. 

OPERATIVE
After letting Malcolm Reynolds and the rest 
of you go free, I was arrested and thrown in 
a prison, where I languished until just a few
weeks ago. Once the Alliance hatched the plan
to leak information about your pilot, I was 
retrieved to provide my insight. The plan was
to bait Reynolds into staging a rescue 
attempt. Can I safely assume he is doing so? 

INARA
Knowing Mal, he's on his way here right now. 
But how do we know we can trust you after all
the innocent people you killed in trying to 
force us to hand over River? 

Just then the light bulb goes on for Elias and he believes it is 
the Operative who destroyed Book's village. He grabs the gun from 
the nearby fallen guard and points it at the Operative. 

ELIAS
So it was you who razed the village on Haven,
killing my brother! 
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OPERATIVE
(turns and faces Elias)

I was responsible, yes...and for many other 
unspeakable acts of viciousness as well. 
               

INARA
Don't do it, Elias. 

(walking towards him)
Then you are no better than he is. Please, 
lower your weapon. We need his assistance to 
escape from this place. 

(then turns to the Operative)
You are going to help us, right? 

OPERATIVE
Absolutely. 

(to Elias)
You should avenge your brother's death. And 
when the proper time comes, I will not deny 
you that opportunity...

Elias breaks down, lowering his weapon as Inara consoles him. 

OPERATIVE (CONT'D)
...but first, let me right some of the wrongs
I have inflicted. We must stop the G-23 serum
experiments...and rescue your pilot.

                    ANARA
So it's true? Wash is here somewhere?

                  OPERATIVE
I have not seen him personally, but I have it
on very good authority that he is.

SAFFRON
How about...first...we get out of our 
cuffs...and outta here? 

OPERATIVE
Of course. Elias, did someone pass you in the
hall and slip something into your pocket? 

ELIAS
Why yes. I'd completely forgotten about that.

Elias reaches into his pocket and pulls out some kind of small 
electronic device. 

OPERATIVE
May I have it? 

ELIAS
(hands it to him)

I suppose. But how do you even know of this? 
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OPERATIVE
Once I discovered Cummings was your contact, 
I confided in him my plans to lay waste to 
the "Pax" program. He agreed to assist me, 
which, for the last several minutes, has been
quite beneficial to us. You see, his shift in
the security control room began at the top of
the hour. Had anyone else been monitoring 
those screens, there would be a bevy of armed
guards headed our way at this very moment. 
As it is, we need only dispatch the two 
outside the door. But first... 

The Operative manipulates the device to turn it on, revealing a 
button he then pushes. It seems to emit some kind of electronic 
pulse. Suddenly his shackles and ladies' handcuffs unlock and fall 
to the floor. 

 OPERATIVE (CONT'D)
I know you were hoping for schematics but I 
can assure you, this little device will be of
much greater use to us.

INT. HALLWAY OUTSIDE INTERROGATION ROOM

Two guards stand just outside the door, unaware of what has 
happened inside. Suddenly, they hear a muffled voice from 
inside.... 

OPERATIVE (O.C.)
Guards! Come quickly! The prisoners have 
escaped! 

The guards immediately open the door and go inside. An electronic 
zapping sound is heard; then two thuds. 

INT. ST LUCY'S OPERATING ROOM – LATER THAT MORNING

A rugged-looking individual is laying on the operating table 
inclined so he is facing forward, half-covered by a sheet. He 
appears to be ok physically and his eyes are open but he stares 
expressionlessly straight ahead. A doctor then listens to his heart
with a stethoscope while another monitors his vitals on a machine 
the patient is still hooked up to. 

GOV'T OFFICIAL
Well, doctor, is he going to make it? 

DOCTOR 1
His heart sounds strong. 

DOCTOR 2
All vitals are registering as normal. 
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DOCTOR 1
There are still more tests to conduct, but it
would appear we have our first successful 
human reanimation. 

Everyone present claps and cheers. 

GOV'T OFFICIAL
And what does the patient have to say about 
all this? 

DOCTOR 1
(to the patient)

 Go ahead....speak....if you can. 

Patient continues to stare straight ahead, same blank look. Doctor 
1 waves his hand in front of the patients face; then gently takes 
hold of his arm to get his attention - still no response. 

GOV'T OFFICIAL
(sternly)

There'd better be a good explanation... 

DOCTOR 2
His brain wave activity appears to be normal.
He should be able to comprehend language and 
articulate it. I don't understand... 

GOV'T OFFICIAL
Well, you two better understand and fast, 
unless, of course, you'd rather be practicing
your trade on Shadow. 

DOCTOR 1
But sir, isn't that planet is still 
uninhabitable? 

GOV'T OFFICIAL
(smiles evilly)

I do believe it is. 

DOCTOR 1
Y-yes, sir. W-we will continue brain tests 
and monitoring. 

GOV'T OFFICIAL
See that you do. Now...bring in the next 
subject...

(now raises his voice)
...and get me a damn soldier that can walk, 
talk, and fight!! 

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

EXT. INTERROGATION ROOM 

The door opens. Out comes Elias and Saffron in guards clothes. The 
operative then emerges, shackles back on (but not locked) with 
Inara (same clothes), who appears to still be handcuffed. They 
begin walking down the corridor. 

OPERATIVE
We must get to the chancellor's chamber and 
make contact with Serenity. It's the only 
place in St Lucy's from which to send a 
communique that is both untraceable and 
undetectable. 

                          
INARA

(to the Operative)
I'm guessing Mal won't be particularly 
pleased to hear from you. 

OPERATIVE
Yes, I believe he made a promise to kill me 
if our paths ever crossed again. Though I do 
not fear him, that is a battle best not 
fought if it can be avoided. That is why you 
will be doing the talking, Inara. 

INT. SERENITY DINING ROOM 

Again, Mal is standing and talking to the others, who are gathered 
around the table. 

MAL
Eight years ago, from this very spot, I told 
you it was time to take a stand against folk 
who would play God with our souls. I opined 
that if we didn't stop them then, they'd be 
at it again...and they are. Time to rise up 
once more and foil their vile schemes. 

(pauses)
Now we all got a part ta play. Whether for big
or small, it all matters. This here's mighty 
risky, so Simon, gonna need convincin' some 
that River understands her role in all this 
and that she's willin' an' able to do it. 

CUT TO: 

FLASHBACK: MAIDENHEAD BAR / MIRANDA - 8 YRS AGO

As Mal speaks, River's legendary battles with bar patrons at 
Maidenhead and the reavers on Miranda play out, culminating in that
final image of her standing with two bloody weapons, slain reavers 
all around her. 
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MAL (V.O.)
We all witnessed her ballet at the Maidenhead
Bar and then again on Miranda. I need to know
- should it come to that - she stable enough,
mental and emotional, to give us an encore? 
Our lives just might depend on it. 

END FLASHBACK. 

SIMON
I believe so.....River? 

RIVER
No power in the 'verse can stop me! 

MAL
That's my good little albatross - just what I
wanted to hear. 'Rest o' ya clear on your 
duties? Ain't no room for slip-ups. 

Everyone nods and/or says something in the affirmative. 

MAL
Well then, boys and girls, let's go 
perpetrate some mayhem. It's big damn hero 
time!

(on the comm to the bridge)
River, take us down. 

SHOT OF SERENITY DESCENDING INTO ARIEL'S ATMO 

INT. HALLWAY OUTSIDE CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER.

Inara's entourage have just arrived outside of the door of 
Chambliss' chamber, where two guards are posted. 

OPERATIVE
Guards. The chancellor asked me to bring this
prisoner to him. She has information that 
will aid in the capture of Malcolm Reynolds 
and his crew. 

GUARD 1
I'm sorry sir. The chancellor has given us 
strict orders that he not be disturbed. 

Saffron and Elias pull out their weapons and hold them to the heads
of the guards, while taking the guards' weapons. 

SAFFRON
Disturb him...now! 

The guard hesitates, not wanting to disobey the chancellor. Saffron
jabs the gun under the guards chin, pushes hard, and cocks it. The 
guard pushes the talk button on the intercom. 
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GUARD 1
A thousand pardons, chancellor. The Operative
and a prisoner are...here to see you...sir. 

CHAMBLISS (O.C.)
I thought I told you that I am not to be 
disturbed! 

GUARD 1
(again, over the intercom)

Y-you did, sir; however, it is a rather 
...urgent matter. They are being 
very...insistent. 

INT. CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER

The chancellor is pulling up his pants, then zipping them up, all 
the while shooing off a scantily-clad attractive female into the 
adjoining room. 

CHAMBLISS
(over the comm)

 Oh, very well, then. Send them in. 

The door opens. In walk the two guards, hands in the air. Elias and
Saffron are directly behind them, guns still trained on them. Inara
and the Operative then enter and make their way towards the 
chancellor, shedding their shackles and cuffs. 

CHAMBLISS (CONT'D)
What is the meaning of this? How dare you 
enter my chamber under false pretenses! 
Operative...explain yourself! 

OPERATIVE
The Alliance brass had me arrested and thrown
in prison. Years later, I am finally 
retrieved only to be placed in shackles. And 
you have the audacity to believe that I would
help you willingly? If anyone labored under 
false pretenses, it is I...for your sham 
cause. I will put an end to the Pax program, 
help these good people find their pilot, and 
you will assist us. 

CHAMBLISS
I will do no such thing! This is madness. You
can't threaten me. I am a chancellor! I sit 
on the High Court of Ariel!

QUICK CUT TO SAFFRON, WHO IS ROLLING HER EYES.

OPERATIVE
Have you forgotten what I'm capable of? There
are far worse things than death... 
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                              CHAMBLISS 
I will see to it that all of you are put to 
death for treason against the Alliance. You 
cannot...

Suddenly a KNIFE comes WHIRLING past everyone and lands in 
Chambliss' FOREHEAD, right between the eyes. He COLLAPSES in a 
heap. The others are taken aback and turn around. 

SAFFRON
Sorry, I just couldn't take it any more. 

OPERATIVE
You know, he could have been useful. 

SAFFRON
Coulda - woulda - shoulda. 

(she turns to Inara)
Don't you have a call to make? 

INARA
Oh yes. But how? 

SAFFRON
Must I do everything around here?

(turns to the guard) 
Move, and I WILL shoot you.

The guard nods, petrified. Saffron hands her gun off to the 
Operative, who retrains it on the guard. Saffron then sits behind 
the chancellor's desk and reaches under it, feeling for a button. 
She finds and pushes it. The top of the desk opens up and a 
computer terminal rises into position. Saffron flicks a switch and 
presses a few more buttons. The terminal is now functional. 

SAFFRON (CONT'D)
Think you can take it from here, Inara? 

INARA
I believe so. But how did you know to... 

SAFFRON
My hubby - Haymer - and the chancellor were 
close. He brought me here once when he was 
having some kind of medical procedure. We 
were all in this chamber afterwards, having 
some private revelry, drinking wine and doing
things that might make you blush, Inara. The 
chancellor was as drunk as I've ever seen 
anyone - I doubt he remembered the evening's 
events, or even me. Let's just say I learned 
a few secrets of this room that night. 

Inara sits at the terminal and fiddles with dials, trying to find 
the right channel on which to hail Serenity. 
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OPERATIVE

Wait. The guards need not hear of our plans. 

The Operative hands the gun back to Saffron, then goes over to the 
guards. He pulls the electronic device out of his pocket that was 
used to unshackle him. He activates it, makes a few modifications, 
and points it at the first guard. He presses a button. Two bolts of
electricity are emitted from the device, striking both guards, who 
fall to the floor, unconscious. 

OPERATIVE
They'll be out for quite a while...proceed. 

INARA
(via the comm)

This is Inara, calling Serenity.  

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE

Inara's voice comes over the comm again. 

INARA (V.O.)
Serenity, this is Inara. Is anyone there? 

RIVER
(puts her on screen)

I am! 

INARA
River! Thank God. Where's Mal? 

RIVER
(turns to see him)

Running on to the bridge - here he is! 

MAL
(somewhat emotional)

Inara! I thought I'd...
(composes himself)

...good to hear, I mean, see...um...so what's
your status? 

INARA
The original plan went afoul. We were 
captured but escaped. Before we go any 
further, you should know who freed us. 

                      MAL
And just who might this mystery fella be? Put
him on-screen if he's there.

Inara vacates her chair and the Operative replaces her. 

OPERATIVE
Hello Mr. Reynolds. 



                                            31

                     MAL
Tah mah duh hwoon dahn! Didn't I tell you if 
our paths ever crossed again, I would end 
you? 

OPERATIVE
I believe you did. Trust me when I say I did 
not expect us to meet again, but meet we 
must...and work together if we are to save 
your pilot and scuttle the Alliance plans for
him...and so many others. 

MAL
Put Inara back on. 

The Operative and Inara trade places once again. 

MAL (CONT'D)
Ya really expect me ta work with him? 

INARA
Yes I do, Mal...for the sake of the mission. 
So get over your bad self! Now, do you have a
plan? 

MAL
(taken aback a bit)

Fine...yes...here's how it's gonna be...

EXT. ST LUCY'S HELIPAD - DAY

Serenity lands on a newly expanded helipad, barely large
enough for a firefly vessel to fit on. 

A rookie security officer is out by the helipad. 

ROOKIE OFFICER 
(talking on a comm device)

Sir, I know our censors read this craft as 
one of ours, but it isn't. It's a firefly 
class vessel. W-what should I do? 

VOICE (O.C.)
Stay put. A security team is on its way. ETA 
three minutes. Do not engage unless 
absolutely necessary. 

ROOKIE OFFICER
(over comm device)

Y-yes sir. 

Just then, the Serenity cargo bay opens. Mal, Simon, and Patience 
come out, hands raised. The rookie officer trains his gun on them.
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ROOKIE OFFICER
(yells)

 H-hands up...um...w-where I can see them. 

Mal, Simon, and Patience look at each other, a bit confused, and 
raise their arms higher, waving their hands slightly to and fro. 

MAL
Iszat better? 

ROOKIE OFFICER
(gun hand shaking)

Stay right w-where you are. D-don't come any 
closer! 

Mal and the others stop.
                    

MAL
First day on the job?

ROOKIE OFFICER
        (indignant, then embarrassed)
Nooooo.....second...my father's a magistrate.

Just then the security team arrives on scene, setting up a battle 
formation, all guns trained on Mal and the others. 

LEAD OFFICER KRULL
(to Mal)

So, who the hell are...wait a second. I've 
seen your mug before - you're that Malcolm 
Reynolds guy.

MAL
In the flesh, along with Simon and River Tam.
We've come to turn ourselves in. 

KRULL
Now hold on just a minute. I've seen pictures
of them, too. That does look like Dr. Tam. 
But no way in hell is that his sister! 

MAL
Oh, it's her alright. Them Alliance butchers 
cuttin' on her brain what done this. 

KRULL
That's impossible. 

SIMON
No, I'm afraid it's true. The damage they did
to the hypothalamus, combined with the drugs 
she was given, accelerated her aging process 
to such an extent, that despite being just 25
yrs old, she looks more like my grandmother. 
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KRULL
You realize we will have to do a DNA test. 

SIMON
Of course. 

MAL
Times a-wastin' people. Shouldn't the head-
hancho here be gettin' to interrogatin' us? 
Got quite the tale ta tell. 

KRULL
I'm sure you do. 

(turns to another officer)
Jergins! You and your men search the ship for
contraband and stowaways.

MAL
I can assure you, sir, we were the only ones 
aboard. Nobody else on the ship slinkin' 
about planning anything sneaky-like. 

KRULL
You'll forgive me if we find out for 
ourselves. Now come along you three. 

(then to Jergins)
What are you waiting for? Get going! 

JERGINS
Yes, sir. 

Jergins and his men board Serenity. Krull's officers escort Mal, 
Patience, and Simon into St Lucy's. 

                          END OF ACT   FOUR  
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ACT F  IVE  

INT. CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER. 

INARA
I hate playing the waiting game.
 

OPERATIVE
A security call should be forthcoming... 
for now, please be patient... 

Just then, a call comes in through the comm. 

KRULL (O.C.)
(over the comm)

Chancellor Chambliss, we have Malcolm 
Reynolds and his party in custody. Shall we 
bring them to you? 

OPERATIVE
(over the comm)

The chancellor is a bit...indisposed...at the
moment. He requested that you escort the 
prisoners to his chamber so that I may 
interrogate Mr. Reynolds. You do know to whom
you are speaking, yes?

KRULL (O.C.)
Of course - the Operative. You'll have your 
prisoners shortly. 

INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY

Jergins' security group has concluded their search and all officers
have reunited in the cargo bay. 

OFFICER
Sorry, sir. We've been through the entire 
ship. No sign of anything suspicious. 

JERGINS
I just know that Reynolds is up to something.
No way he just comes in voluntarily and gives
himself up. The rest of his crew have to be 
here somewhere... 

Jayne, who came out of his hiding place, is standing on the balcony
overlooking the officers. He has Vera. 

JAYNE
You mean...like...up here, maybe? 

The officers look up, see Jayne, and begin to reach for their guns.
Jayne cocks Vera. 
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JAYNE (CONT'D)
You wanna be pickin' up yer insides off the 
floor? Drop 'em, nice and slow, see, an' 
everyone gets to keep all their body parts. 

(then yells)
Could use some help. 

As the officers drop their weapons to the floor, Zoe comes out from
her cubbyhole, weapons in both hands trained on the officers. 
Kaylee and River come out as well, though unarmed. Kaylee goes 
around to the officers, collecting their weapons off the floor. 
Jayne comes down to the floor via the stairs, Vera still trained on
the security team. 

ZOE
Now...we can do things the easy way or the 
hard way. 

JERGINS
The difference being...? 

JAYNE
Hard way? I splatter your guts all over that 
wall. Place could use some redecoratin' 
anyways. Easy way? You strip down to your 
nothin's no fuss. Either way we get your 
uniforms.  

JERGINS
And I'm supposed to believe that you would 
murder us in cold blood? 

JAYNE
Yer s'posed to, ya...dang...called my bluff. 
Naw, I wouldn't. I'm just all cuddly that 
way. Can't speak for the ladies, though. 

ZOE
(going up to Jergins)

You're right - we ain't killers...lessen we 
hafta be. 

(lowers her weapon from the 
chest area to the groin)

But unless you wanna be peein' into a bag, 
you best get naked for us right now 'cuz 
we're damn good at neutering. 

INT. ST LUCY'S HALLWAY 

Cut to the security contingent escorting Mal, Simon, and Patience 
down the hall. They stop briefly. A medical tech joins the party 
and takes a DNA sample of Patience and then leaves. The group then 
continues on. 
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INT. CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER 

INARA
Saffron, something you said earlier stuck in 
my craw. 

SAFFRON
And what would that be, dear? 

INARA
You said you learned a few secrets about this
room, as in more than one. Pray tell, what 
might the others be? 

SAFFRON
Inara, honey. I just misspoke. 

OPERATIVE
Pardon the interruption, ladies, but the 
security team escorting Reynolds and his crew
should be arriving shortly. Does everyone 
know what to do? 

All parties nod and/or answer in the affirmative. The bodies of the
magistrate and the two guards have been dragged into the other 
room. Inara heads there as well. Saffron and Elias sit in chairs 
facing the Operative so as not to be recognized. 

Just then, the comm buzzes. 

KRULL (V.O.)
We have Mr. Reynolds here. Your guards are 
not by the door. Where are they?

OPERATIVE
(over the comm)

The guards are with me. I am schooling them 
on proper protocol. Please let yourselves in.

INT. HALLWAY - BY THE DOOR TO THE CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER 

KRULL
(over the comm)

 Will do. 
            (takes finger off comm) 
 Somethin' fishy here. Be on your guard. 

Krull uses his master key card. The door unlocks. He opens the door
and enters cautiously, followed by the others. 

INT. CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER - ADJACENT ROOM 

Inara and the girl stand together amidst the three bodies lying on 
the floor. 
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INARA
If you want to live, follow my lead. 

The girl nods, scared and nervous. 

INT. CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER 

The security team and prisoners are now all in the room, guns 
trained on Mal, Simon, and Patience. 

KRULL
(to the Operative)

Where is Chancellor Chambliss? 

OPERATIVE
In the room next door. 

KRULL
Why? 

INT. CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER - ADJACENT ROOM 

INARA
Chancellor, you do know how to please a girl.

Inara giggles - then gives a stern look to the other girl. She 
giggles as well....then begins to moan in ecstasy. 

INT. CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER 

The security officers look embarrassed and uneasy. 

KRULL
Oh my...um...so are we to...leave the 
prisoners with you, Operative? 

OPERATIVE
Yes. The chancellor will be out soon to 
interrogate them. 

KRULL
I see. We'll be on our way then. Oh, since 
there are three prisoners, I'd feel better 
about leaving one of my men here.  

OPERATIVE
By all means, if it puts you at ease. 

KRULL
Good. Zapata, stay here. The rest of you, 
come with me. 

The security team leaves, minus Zapata, who still has his gun 
trained on Mal. The Operative walks over to him while adjusting his
electronic device. 
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OPERATIVE
Do you know what this does?

                    ZAPATA
No.

                  OPERATIVE
Good.

He then zaps Zapata with it, who falls to the floor unconscious. 
The Operative then makes another adjustment, presses a button, and 
the handcuffs demagnetize and fall off of Mal, Simon, and Patience.

MAL
I gotta git me one o' those! 

OPERATIVE
So sorry, Mr. Reynolds. It's a prototype - 
only one of its kind. 

MAL
Oh...then, can I have yours? 

Operative gives him that "you've got to be kidding me" look. 

INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY

Zoe, Jane, and River are dressed in security guard uniforms, 
although Jayne's is noticeably tight. Huddled together in the 
middle of the cargo bay floor are three guards in their underwear, 
bound and gagged, as Kaylee watches over them, armed with Vera. The
fourth, Jergins, still in uniform, stands apart from the rest. Zoe 
still has her guns trained on him. 

JERGINS
So...what are your plans for me? 

JAYNE
Funny you should ask. 

Jayne lays him out cold with a right cross. 

ZOE
Let's move! 

The three of them head out of Serenity down the ramp, Jayne 
carrying Jergins over his shoulder. 

JAYNE
Just once, when we do somethin' like this, 
I'd like to find someone my size. 

INT. CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER 

A message from Zoe comes in over the terminal. 
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ZOE (O.C.)
This is Zoe. Can anyone read me? 

MAL
(on the comm)

Zoe, this is Mal. What's your 20? 

ZOE (O.C.)
Jayne, River, and I are headed into the 
hospital. Can you meet us at the infirmary?

                      MAL
Can do - reckon the Operative knows the way. 
See you soon – out.

INT./EXT. JUST OUTSIDE / INSIDE ST LUCY'S

Zoe, River and Jayne (carrying Jergins) enter the hospital. 

ZOE
(yelling)

We need a medic on the double! Security 
officer Jergins collapsed outside!  

A medic comes to have a look. He tells another medic to get a 
gurney, which she does. Jergins is lifted onto the gurney. They 
start wheeling him down the hallway. Zoe, Jayne, and River walk 
with them. 

MEDIC 1
We got it from here guys. Go back to your 
posts. 

ZOE
No way - Jergins is our leader and we're 
stayin' with him. 

MEDIC 2
Wait a minute, I know Jergins' team. 

(she looks at them)
None of you are on it. What's going on here? 

She stops the gurney. Jayne and Zoe look at each other, and then at
River. River turns and stares intently at the medic. 

Medic 2 suddenly looks glassy-eyed and confused - then, after a few
seconds, seems to snap out of it. 

MEDIC 2 (CONT'D)
Why is this gurney not moving? You, guards...

(to Zoe and Jayne)
...give us a hand. We must hurry. 

Zoe and Jayne oblige, then give each other a "how 'bout that!" 
look. River smiles at them as if to say "oh ye of little faith". 
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INT. ST LUCY'S FACILITY - RESEARCH LAB 

Two techs are reviewing Patience's DNA test. 

LAB TECH 1
(to the other tech)

Get security on the comm right away. This is 
not River Tam's DNA! 

LAB TECH 2
(as he leaves)

Right away, ma'am. 

INT. CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER 
           MAL

Operative, do you know where the whereabouts 
of the infirmary? 

OPERATIVE
Yes.

MAL
Can you lead us to the pod room from there? 

OPERATIVE
I can get us to the access door of that wing 
but to enter the wing requires a special key 
card and a retinal scan. Only a scant few 
individuals can do this. 

SAFFRON
And I'll bet I know one that can. 

(wields her knife)
Be right back. 

She heads to the adjacent room as the others grimace at the thought
of what she's about to do. 

INT./EXT. HALLWAY / INTERROGATION ROOM 

A security officer walks by and hears muddled cries for help. He 
stops, uses his key card, opens the door, and enters. He sees the 
guards tied up in the cell. He rushes to them. One is dead; another
has worked his gag free. 

GUARD
The prisoners have escaped. The Operative is 
aiding them. Get security to initiate 
lockdown. And get us the hell out of here! 

INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY 

Kaylee keeps watch over the three officers tied up on the floor, 
Vera still trained on them. 
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OFFICER
Hey, little missy. 

KAYLEE
What do you want? 

OFFICER
Don't seem like you belong with the rest of 
them brigands. Whatya say you let us go, huh?
We'll go back to the hospital - won't say a 
word to no one about this - and you can go 
about doing whatever you do here. I can see 
you're not comfortable handling that gun. Bet
you've never even fired it before. 

Kaylee puts down Vera, grabs a pistol, and, summoning all her 
courage, shoves the barrel into the mouth of the officer. 

KAYLEE
You're right...ain't never fired that one. 

(cocks pistol)
But shot this one plenty o' times. Now... 
there's a reason why they left me to guard 
you three. You keep flappin' them gums and 
you're gonna find out! 

INT./EXT. HALLWAY / INFIRMARY 

Zoe, Jayne, and River have arrived at the infirmary. The door opens
but the medics stop them from entering.

MEDIC 2
Thanks for your help but, sorry, you'll have 
to wait out here. Only medical personnel 
inside. 

ZOE
I hear tell o' dead folk being injected with 
some serum...that wing around here somewhere?

MEDIC 1
Now why would you need to know..... 

Medic 1 begins to get dazed and tongue-tied as River gives her "the
stare". 

MEDIC 1 (CONT'D)
(regains composure and points)

...yes, it's that way. Take your second 
left....then a right. The entrance to that 
wing is at the end of the hallway. 

ZOE
Much obliged. 
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JAYNE
(to River)

I'm startin' to like you...but don't let that
go to yer head. 

River grins. They then proceed down the hall per the medic's 
instructions as Zoe gets out the guards comm device. 

Just then a LOUD ALARM SOUNDS, followed by... 

VOICE (V.O.)
(over the intercom)

The facility is now in lockdown. No one will 
be allowed to enter or exit. All security 
personnel please follow emergency procedures.

JAYNE
(flustered)

Now we're ruttin' humped. 

           END OF ACT FIVE
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ACT SIX

INT. HALLWAY JUST OUTSIDE THE CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER - DAY

Mal and company have just exited from the chamber and are 
proceeding cautiously down the hallway when the alarm goes off. 
Mal gets a call from Zoe just when he is about to call her. 

ZOE (V.O.)
Captain, this is Zoe. You read me? 

MAL
(over the comm)

Loud and clear, Zoe. You hearin' this? 

ZOE (O.C.)
Yes, sir. Where are you? 

MAL
(over the comm)

Just outside the chancellor's quarters.

ZOE (V.O.)
We found out where the pod room is – headed 
there now.

                      MAL
(over the comm)

Mei wen ti...meet ya there – out. 

INT. ST. LUCY'S SECURITY CONTROL ROOM 

A security team peruses the screens for Mal and crew.

OFFICER ZIHN
There they are, sir. Just down the hall from 
the chancellor's chamber. 

HEAD OF SECURITY
They're headed for the restricted area. Get 
all available security there on the double. 

OFFICER ZIHN
Yes, sir. I'll notify Officer Krull.
                           

INT. HALLWAY LEADING TO THE RESTRICTED ACCESS WING 

Zoe, Jayne, and River run down the hallways per the medic's 
instructions. 

ZOE
No sense bringin' trouble on us we can avoid 
it. No shootin' unless they're obviously 
hostile. 
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Just then a guy comes around the corner in an official-looking 
uniform of some kind, but not security. Jayne immediately fires, 
taking him down. His companion runs away. 

ZOE (CONT'D)
(flabbergasted)

What did I just say!? 

JAYNE
Hey - he looked hostile to me! 

As they run past the downed official, River peers at the body. 

RIVER
Stop! 

She bends down and grabs an unusual-looking key card, catches up to
Zoe and Jayne, and gives it to Zoe. 

JAYNE
(smugly)

Betcher glad I shot him now, aren't ya? 
                         
ZOE

(gives Jayne a sneer)
Fine. Let's hurry. We're close. 

INT. HALLWAY NOT FAR FROM THE RESTRICTED ACCESS WING 

Mal and the others continue down the hallways briskly in the 
"escorting prisoners" formation. 

OPERATIVE
We're almost there. Take a right just up 
ahead and then to the end of that hallway. 

CAMERA PANS TO A STAIRWELL DOOR AROUND THE CORNER FROM THE HALLWAY 
MAL AND COMPANY ARE IN. 

Door opens. Krull and his men come out, quietly move around the 
corner, and taking a position just behind Mal's group... 

KRULL
(authoritatively)

 Hold it right there, Reynolds! 

Mal and his group stop. 

KRULL (CONT'D)
I've got five highly trained men with MP-40s 
all pointed at you and your people. Drop your
weapons. Put your hands on your head. Turn 
and face us. 
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OPERATIVE
(quietly to everyone)

Do as they say. Stay calm. Do not panic. 
Nothing I can't handle. 

He gets out his electronic device and begins to make adjustments. 

Mal and company drop their weapons and turn around. The Operative 
has the device in his right clenched fist. 

KRULL
(walking towards the group)

Hmmm...no smart-ass remarks, Reynolds? What's
the matter - cat got your tongue? 

MAL
That would be my guess... 

KRULL
The rest of the security force will be here 
momentarily. My orders are to detain you until
then. Operative, step out from the group. 

As he does, the operative sets a timer on his device, bends over 
slightly, and covertly slides the device on floor between Saffron 
and Patience. It travels along the floor unnoticed at first until 
it comes to a stop right in the middle of the group of armed men. 
They see it but aren't sure how to react. 

KRULL (CONT'D)
You have something the Alliance wants back.

OPERATIVE
And I have returned it to your men. 

Just then the device goes off, sending out electrical charges in 
all directions in a 10 ft radius. All five men fall to the floor 
unconscious. As Krull turns to see what happened, the Operative is 
on him, snapping his neck. He falls in a heap. 

The Operative then retrieves his device as everyone else stands 
there stunned. 

OPERATIVE (CONT'D)
See? Nothing to worry about. 

MAL
I do love it when your ruthlessness works in 
our favor. 

(to everyone)
Ok...chaos is about to rain down on us...no 
more sneakin' about in here, hopin' we won't 
get noticed. From here on out, you see 
anything you think is a threat to us, you 
shoot it. 
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Just then two guards come running from around the corner. They 
stop when they see Mal and company. Patience and Elias see them 
immediately and each fires two shots, taking out both guards. 

PATIENCE
Like that? 

MAL
(grins and nods)

Ya, like that. Let's move! 

INT. ST LUCY'S OPERATING ROOM. 

The gov't officials are still overseeing the experiments with the 
Pax serum derivative, which have continued to fail. 

GOV'T OFFICIAL 1
My patience is fading fast. How many subjects
have we injected with the serum now without 
one successful reanimation?
      

 SCIENTIST 1
Sixteen, sir. But what about the alarm... and
the lockdown? 

Just then, a security officer Gibbons enters the operating room, 
comes to the gov't official, and whispers something to him.

                           GOV'T OFFICIAL 1 
Gather a security force. Protect the operating
room at all costs. Kill any and all intruders 
who breech the main door.

                               GIBBONS     
Yes, sir.

   GOV'T OFFICIAL 1
Well...it seems our Mr. Reynolds is staging 
that rescue attempt, just as we predicted. 
                 (to an intern)
Time to retrieve his pilot – go!

Gibbons leaves to organize a security force. Two interns 
depart to fetch Wash from the pod room.   

INT. HALLWAY IN FRONT OF RESTRICTED ACCESS WING DOOR 

Zoe, Jayne, and River have arrived at the entrance to the 
restricted wing. A guard stands on either side of the door. 

ZOE
Guards, we have orders to replace you. You 
both are needed elsewhere. Prisoners have 
escaped, made their way to the infirmary, and
are holding hostages there. 
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GUARD 1
Then why haven't we heard anything about this
before now? 

JAYNE
'Cuz we just made it up! 

With that Jayne takes out the knife he got from Jonah and guts the 
guard in front of him. He collapses to the floor. 

ZOE
(her gun now in the 
other guard's face)

Now, you best spill your guts on how we get 
past this door, or Jayne here's gonna spill 
'em for ya. 

GUARD 2
Do what you will...I'll never talk, at least 
not to the likes of traitors like you. 

ZOE
Ohhh....I think you will. River? 

River gives the guard "the stare". He begins to get glassy-eyed, 
pale in the face, and weak-kneed, then quickly comes back to his 
normal state. 

GUARD 2
The door can only be opened with a retinal 
scan and matching key card. Only a handful of
elites in this facility have such cards. But 
it's all irrelevant. The codes are 
automatically reset at lockdown. It's 
doubtful any card will work now. 

Zoe shows him the card River took from the guy Jayne shot. 

ZOE
Not even this one? 

GUARD 2
Don't know - never seen a card like that. 

JAYNE
Well...you've been a big help. 

GUARD 2
(proudly)

Really? 

JAYNE
No. 
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And with that, Jayne lands another right cross to the jaw...yet 
another guard out cold. 

JAYNE (CONT'D)
Hmm...havin' a glass jaw must be a 
prerequisite ta workin' here. 

INT. HALLWAY LEADING TO THE RESTRICTED ACCESS WING 

Mal and crew have turned the corner and can see Zoe, Jayne and 
River. They all begin to run towards them. 

MAL
Zoe! Jayne! River! 

As Mal and crew run towards Zoe's threesome, Zoe sees another 
security team of four come around the corner at the end of the 
hall. 

ZOE
(yelling)

 Captain! Incoming! Hit the deck! 

Everyone in Mal's group drops to the floor except Patience. Mal 
grabs her and pulls her to the floor, just as bullets rain out from
the guns of the security team. Jayne, Zoe and River take cover. 
Jayne and Zoe return fire. Mal, Saffron, and Elias turn around 
while still lying down and do the same. The security team members 
retreat to around each corner - two left and two right - for cover.
A firefight ensues. 

MAL
(to the Operative)

Now would be a fine time to throw that gizmo 
o' yours again. 

OPERATIVE
Can't - needs time to recharge. 

MAL
Zhen dao mei!  

(then turns and yells)
Jayne please tell me you brought a grena... 

Just then, a grenade (pin still in) rolls up along side Mal. He 
looks back to see Jayne give him a smile and a wave. Mal pulls the 
pin and tosses it at the security team. It EXPLODES, taking out all
4 enemies. Mal gets up and walks over to them to make sure they're 
dead. One isn't. He takes care of it. Mal comes back to the group 
as Zoe, Jayne, and River walk up to join them. 

MAL (CONT'D)
Anyone hit? 

(sees Patience on the floor)
Patience?! 
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PATIENCE
(speaking with difficulty)

Just a...flesh wound Reynolds...I'll be ok. 

Simon rushes to her side and examines the wound. 

SIMON
That's a pretty serious wound, Patience. It's
going to need medical attention. 

River joins Patience on the floor, hugging her, teary-eyed. 

MAL
Right now, we gotta get through that door. 
Once we're inside, Simon, you duck into the 
first safe place you can find and treat 
Patience. Saffron, bring that key card...and 
the eyeball. 

Everyone heads to the door with Simon and River helping Patience. 
Saffron puts the eyeball up to the retinal scan and then swipes the
card she took from the chancellor's body. Nothing. 

ZOE
(steps in front of the panel)

 Let me try this card, Saffron. 

Saffron again puts the eyeball up to the retinal scan. Zoe swipes 
the new card. A BEEP and a green light this time. The door makes a 
DINGING sound like it wants to open but does not. 

OPERATIVE
I have an idea. 

(gets out his device 
and reconfigures it)

If this device can demagnetize my shackles, 
perhaps it can foul up the circuitry that 
controls this door. 

(He holds the device 
close to the key pad)

Saffron, scan the eyeball again. 

She does. The operative then quickly turns on his device. It makes 
a HUMMING noise as it emits its radiation. The control panel makes 
a similar DINGING sound this time and the door opens slightly but 
then stops. Mal and Jayne jump in and push it open a little 
farther. 

MAL
Let's hurry people. Zoe first. Watch for 
anyone on the other side who might be 
inclined to mischief. 
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Zoe goes first, then the others, one by one. Then the door starts 
to shut. Jayne and Mal try to keep it open as Inara squeezes 
through, leaving only Saffron. 

MAL
Saffron! Get the lead out. Can't hold it open
much longer! 

Saffron pulls her gun on Mal and Jayne, then smiles slyly. 

MAL (CONT'D)
Saffron, what the guai are ya doin'? 

SAFFRON
Playing you...again. Better release that door
and get inside while you still can. Bye 
sweetie! 

She fires at the door. Mal and Jayne are startled just enough to 
lose their leverage. The door shuts tight just as Mal and Jayne let
go and dive to the other side. 

Just as she fires, a wave of security guards come around the 
corner, heading towards Saffron. Saffron (still in guard attire) 
runs towards them. 

SAFFRON
(emotionally)

Those bastards killed everyone on my team but
me. I gave chase and wounded one or two of 
them but they escaped...

(pointing)
...through that door. 

OFFICER FITZ
Understood. Are you ok? 

SAFFRON
(showing her bloody hands)

I don't think so. 

Saffron pretends to faint. 

OFFICER FITZ
Soto, help her get to the infirmary. The rest
of you with me. We've gotta get through that 
door. 

Soto helps Saffron up. She pretends to wake up but be very weak and
groggy. He assists her to the end of the hallway. As soon as they 
are around the corner, she pulls out her knife and stabs him in the
chest. He fall to the ground, shocked and speechless. 
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SAFFRON
Sorry, honey. Nothin' personal. You're just 
not part o' the plan. 

She takes off running, heading back to the chancellor's chamber. 

INT. RESTRICTED WING - JUST INSIDE THE DOOR

INARA
Where's Saffron? 

MAL
She drew steel on me 'n Jayne. Stayed on the 
other side. What her game is, couldn't say. 

INARA
Go shi! Sensed it - shoulda said something! 
Wanted to give her the benefit of the doubt, 
helpful as she was. 

JAYNE
Ya....well we got other things ta deal with 
right now, like them soldiers comin' at us 
from down yonder. 

A group of eight heavily armed security guards are heading towards 
them. 

                                                        FADE OUT.

END OF ACT SIX
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TAG

INT./EXT. HALLWAY / CHANCELLOR'S CHAMBER 

Saffron runs down the hall back to the chancellor's chamber. She 
arrives at the door, uses his key card to open it, and steps 
inside. She makes her way to a wall and removes a picture. Behind 
it is a safe. She swipes the chancellor's card through a slot and 
then punches a code into the keypad. The safe door open, revealing 
currency and a priceless artifact of some kind. She snatches it. 

SAFFRON
Dupes. Fencing this artifact will pay me 10 
times what Elias would have.  

Saffron stuffs the currency and artifact into her garb. She then 
returns to the desk, reaches under it, and presses another button. 
This time a panel in the floor raises slightly, then slides away, 
revealing an entrance to a tunnel. 

SAFFRON
(arrogantly)

Now...time to go steal a ship.

With that, Saffron climbs into the hole and down the tunnel.

                                                         FADE OUT. 

                             END OF TAG

                           END OF EPISODE


