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FIREFLY
“The Search for Wash”

TEASER

Int/Ext. TUNNEL UNDERNEATH ST LUCY'S – DAY

Saffron makes her way through the tunnel. She comes to a “T”. One 
tunnel leads to the right; the other has handles and leads straight 
up. She chooses the latter. Using those handles, she climbs to the 
top, turns a circular valve, and opens a hatch. As she exits the 
tunnel, she spies Serenity on the helipad, not 40 yards away.

SAFFRON
(smiling evilly)

Well...hello, Serenity.

                 END OF TEASER
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ACT I

INT. ST LUCY'S RESTRICTED WING HALLWAY – DAY

Mal and company find themselves having to confront eight heavily 
armed security officers. Rather than start a firefight and risk 
casualties, Mal thinks up an alternative...

MAL
(to the Operative)

That thing recharged yet? 

The Operative nods affirmatively.

MAL
Follow my lead. 

Mal puts down his gun, raises his hands in the air, and walks 
towards the guards.

MAL
We give up. Don't shoot! 

The guards keep their weapons trained on Mal. The Operative stands 
and walks behind him, device in his right hand. 

OFFICER GIBBONS
That's close enough. Tell the others in your 
group to disarm. 

Mal turns to the others and nods. They drop their weapons. 

MAL
(quietly to the Operative)

 Now! 

The Operative discreetly slides the device on the floor. It comes to
rest amidst the group of guards. They look at it curiously. Nothing 
happens. Gibbons picks it up. 

GIBBONS
What's this, Operative? 

MAL
(under his breath)

What gives?! 

OPERATIVE
(under his breath)

Prototypes don't always function as intended. 
                                                              

MAL
(under his breath)

Well, it picked a gorram fine time to be all 
temperamental.



                                                                   3

                  OPERATIVE
(aloud to Gibbons)

Sir, I'm surrendering my weapon to you. 

GIBBONS
So this is a weapon...well, we have orders to 
shoot to kill so surrendering to us will not 
spare your lives, though I'm sure many of ours
will now be spared. Thank-you for disarming. 
Very kind....and stupid of you. Before I give 
the order to fire, would you mind explaining 
to me what exactly this does?                 

                                              
Just then, the device activates and, as before, sends out electrical
charges in all directions, incapacitating all eight guards. 

OPERATIVE
I'd rather you find out first hand.

(turning to Mal)
Well, better late than never. 

The Operative goes and retrieves the device. 

MAL
Alright folks, listen up. Simon - you, River, 
and Elias get Patience somewhere so you can 
treat her wound. The rest of you with me. The 
pod room should be up ahead somewhere. 

Simon's group departs, ducking in through the first door they come 
to. Mal and his group forge ahead, looking through the windows in 
each door, searching for pods. 

EXT. ST LUCY'S NEAR THE HELIPAD

Saffron is making her way from the tunnel exit toward Serenity.

SAFFRON
Well...this is working out even better than 
planned. 

As she makes her way toward the ship, the rookie security officer, 
still on duty, spies her. He notices she is in guard attire but 
senses something isn't quite right.

ROOKIE OFFICER
Hey...you there! Stop!

Saffron stops, looks around, and sees the officer running towards 
her. Still in guard attire, she quickly reapplies her lipstick, 
limps toward the guard, and, pretending to be relieved, gives him a 
big hug and kiss.
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ROOKIE OFFICER
(surprised)

What was that for?

SAFFRON
Oh, thank goodness you're here. I just came 
from a serious firefight inside. Barely got 
out alive. They're probably right behind me. 
You gotta help me fend 'em off!

ROOKIE OFFICER
(drawing his weapon)

Ok...I'll do what I can. But you should know, 
I've never...even shot...this...be-

The officer passes out and falls to the ground. Saffron 
smiles at him wickedly, shakes her head, and continues 
toward Serenity.

INT. OUTSIDE THE MAIN DOOR TO THE RESTRICTED ACCESS WING 

Soldiers have amassed there. A previously seen top Gov't official 
has just joined them, along with some computer-geek-looking fellow. 

GENERAL BRIGGS
Stand aside men. I can let you in. 

He puts his eye up to the scanner and slides his card. Nothing 
happens. Frustrated, he tries it again. Nothing. 

BRIGGS
Erickson, what the hell? 

ERICKSON
I don't know. Your card should work. Perhaps 
the other group sabotaged the control panel. 
                            

BRIGGS
Can you fix it? 

ERICKSON
I can try, but that will take some time. 

BRIGGS
Can we blow the door...or the panel? 

ERICKSON
I wouldn't advise it. Destroying the control 
panel would freeze the door shut. That door is
solid titanium, 10 inches thick. You'd need a 
tank to blow a hole in it. 

BRIGGS
Dammit all to hell. Erickson, find a way to 
open this door....or else! 
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INT. RESTRICTED ACCESS WING - MEDICAL SUPPLY ROOM 

Simon's group has found a suitable room. Patience lies on a bed. 
Simon tends to the wound as River watches anxiously. Elias stands 
guard, weapon drawn on two interns standing in a corner, arms raised.

SIMON
The bullet appears to have hit a major artery,
Patience. You have a lot of internal bleeding.
I'll do what I can, but..... 

Simon chokes up and can't finish his sentence. 

RIVER
  She's going to be ok, right Simon? 

Simon looks at River, wishing he could say "yes", but can't, shaking
his head. 

INT. RESTRICTED ACCESS WING HALLWAY 

Mal has just looked through the window of yet another door. His face
lights up. 

MAL
This is it, people! Zoe....card. 

Zoe comes and swipes the card. A light glows green. Mal opens the 
door. They all stand speechless and stunned for a moment at the 
sight of multiple rows of pods, some open. 

MAL (CONT'D)
We need to split up. Everyone take a row.  

INT. RESTRICTED ACCESS WING - MEDICAL SUPPLY ROOM 

SIMON
This should ease your pain but it might make 
you a bit fong luh. 

PATIENCE
Don't want it, Simon. Besides, pain and I are 
old friends. I know my time is up. I want to 
be lucid to the very end. 

RIVER
(tears streaming down her face)

You can't go! 
             

INT. POD ROOM 

Mal and crew continue to search the pods. 
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ZOE
He ain't here, captain. 

INARA
We've searched every pod. 

OPERATIVE
If he's not here, he must be in the operating 
room. There aren't many doors left. It must be
down the hall a ways further. Shall we?

Mal nods. He and the others leave the pod room. 

EXT. SERENITY - JUST OUTSIDE THE CARGO BAY 

Saffron sees the cargo bay door is shut. She cuts her arm and face 
and tears her pants. Then she yells to Kaylee. 

SAFFRON
Kaylee, help me! Open the door - hurry!! 

INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY 

Kaylee hears the muffled cry for help, recognizes Saffron's voice, 
rushes to the control panel, and pushes a button. The door opens. 
Saffron limps her way up the cargo bay ramp, tripping and falling 
when she enters. 

KAYLEE
(sees this and 
runs to her)

Oh my gosh...Saffron...what happened? 

SAFFRON
...got caught in a firefight...we were pinned 
down...I managed to escape...Mal sent me 
ahead...with a message...get engines ready for
take-off...we have to leave the moment they 
step on board...go! 

KAYLEE
Ok, Saffron, I'm headed to the engine room 
right now. Once I get back, I'll tend to your 
injuries best I can. 

Kaylee seemingly heads for the engine room. Once she is out of 
sight, Saffron gets up, dusts herself off, and walks towards the 
three tied-up guards. 

GUARD
That was quite the performance back there. 
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SAFFRON
Shut up. 

(pauses)
I'm takin' this ship and you three are excess 
baggage...what to do...what to do... 

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE 

Instead of going to the engine room, Kaylee has gone to the bridge. 
She sits in the pilot's chair and fires up the comm. 

KAYLEE
(over the comm)

This is Kaylee, calling for Zoe...you there? 
                                           
INT. HALLWAY OUTSIDE OPERATING ROOM 

Mal's group is closing in on the operating room. Zoe hears and 
answers. 

ZOE
(over her comm device)

This is Zoe. What's up, Kaylee? 

KAYLEE (V.O.)
Are you guys pinned down in the middle of a 
firefight? 

ZOE
(over her comm device)

We've had our share of scuffles but nothin' we
can't handle. So, no. Why? 

KAYLEE (V.O.)
'Cuz Saffron is back on the ship sayin' you 
were and that Mal sent her ahead to get 
Serenity prepped for take-off. 

ZOE
(over her comm device)

That's a lie, Kaylee. She deserted the group 
some time ago. Didn't know what that jien huo 
was up to. 

MAL
(hearing; grabs 

Zoe's comm device)
Kaylee, she's tryin' to steal Serenity. You 
can't let her do that - gotta find some way to
stop her or at least stall her 'til we get 
back. Can you do that, Kaylee? 
                                                   
                 KAYLEE (V.O.)
Pretty sure I can disable the engines so she 
can't figure out what's wrong.                
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                     MAL

(over Zoe's comm device)
That's my girl. Gotta get back to findin' 
Wash. Kaylee, we're countin' on you! 

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE 

KAYLEE
Ok Cap...I'll give it my best...joo how rin. 

Kaylee switches off the comm and turns around to see Saffron 
standing at the door to the bridge. Kaylee sits, stunned... 

KAYLEE (CONT'D)
I suppose you heard all that. 
       

SAFFRON
Enough. 

KAYLEE
Figures. 

SAFFRON
(draws her weapon)

Now you and I are going to go to the engine 
room together, get those engines fired up, and
get the hell off this rock. 

INT. HALLWAY OUTSIDE OPERATING ROOM 

Mal's crew have come to the last door on the left. 

OPERATIVE
This has to be it. Be on your guard. There are
most likely armed soldiers beyond this door. 

Mal motions to Zoe. She swipes the master key card, gets the green 
light, and opens the door. The four of them begin to go in but are 
immediately engaged by the two guards standing just inside the door.
The Operative makes quick work of them both. 

Unfortunately, this has drawn the attention of the guards and gov't 
officials, overseeing the next Pax experiment, at the other end of 
the room. As Zoe, Mal, and Jayne enter the room... 

GOV'T OFFICIAL
Intruders! Guards - shoot them! 

The guards OPEN FIRE. Mal, Zoe, and the Operative take cover and 
FIRE BACK. The doctors and scientists take cover as well. JAYNE 
CATCHES A BULLET attempting to get behind a desk. In the ensuing 
firefight, both sides exchange numerous rounds. ZOE IS HIT but both 
guards and one gov't official are taken out. The other lies on the 
floor, badly wounded. 
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Once the shooting at Mal and company stops...

MAL
Hold yer fire – Wash could be down there. 

No more shots are fired. Mal then notices Zoe and Jayne both laid 
out on the floor.

MAL
Wo de tian a! Zoe!! Jayne!!

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

INT. ST LUCY'S OPERATING ROOM – DAY

Inara enters and immediately rushes to Zoe. Mal and the Operative 
bend down on one knee to get a closer look, both very concerned. 
Jayne is conscious, having propped himself up against the desk, 
holding his left clavicle.

INARA
Zoe...you ok...Zoe...speak to us!

Zoe comes to, groggy, but apparently not seriously hurt. 

ZOE
(out of breath; 

clutches her chest)
Had the foresight...to put on vests...'fore 
donnin' our uniforms. Just got the wind... 
knocked outta me. I'll be fine.

Jayne sees Zoe getting all the attention.

 JAYNE
 (not feelin' the love)

So what am I...chopped liver?

       MAL
Quit yer whinin', ya big pansy. Ya been shot 
in the shoulder before. You'll live.
                     

As the others help Jayne and Zoe to their feet, the five of them 
look around now that the action has died down. There are eight beds,
all with subjects on them, hooked up to machines. The gov't official
sits against a wall, holding his hip and bleeding profusely. One 
doctor tends to him as the other doctor and scientists get up. 

The subject in the bed at the far end seems very familiar to Zoe. 

ZOE 
Wash!!! 

Zoe runs to the bed where Wash lies still and stiff, not yet fully 
thawed out from the freeze. 

SCIENTIST 1
You know this subject? 

ZOE
He's my husband!! 

               
GOV'T OFFICIAL

(evilly)
You mean WAS your husband. He's dead. 
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ZOE
And the plan is to bring him back to life, 
right? 

The gov't official says nothing. Zoe trains her shotgun on the 
scientist and cocks it.

SCIENTIST 1
(scared)

Well...yes. But...um...we have yet to do 
that...successfully. 

ZOE
Then he's gonna be the first. Thaw him out 
and start the process! 

MAL
(gun pointed at the scientist)

You best do as the lady says. 

INT. RESTRICTED ACCESS WING MAIN DOOR 

Erickson has completed his rewiring of the control panel.

ERICKSON
Turn the power to the door back on. 

A switch is thrown. Power is restored. 

BRIGGS
Alright. Here goes. For your sake, Erickson, 
this had better work. 

The retinal scanner scans Briggs' eye. He then swipes his card. The 
DOOR OPENS! The troops begin to file through. 

BRIGGS (CONT'D)
Find the intruders. Check every room. Groups 
of two. Shoot to kill. We are not taking 
prisoners, except for the Operative. 
Parliament wants him alive if possible. 

INT. MEDICAL SUPPLY ROOM 

Patience is weak and speaks with difficulty. River is by her side. 

PATIENCE
River, I want you to know...how special...you 
are to me. Since reavers killed my family...I 
never let myself get close to anyone...too 
painful when they're taken from ya. But you're
different - unique - haven't ever had anyone 
have...this kind of effect...on me. Unhook 
this necklace.     
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Patience motions to the one around her neck. River removes it. 

 PATIENCE (CONT'D)
I want you to have this locket...somethin' ta 
remember me by when I'm gone... 

RIVER
(crying)

Don't talk like that! Simon is going to save 
you! Aren't you Simon? 

SIMON
River...I've done all I can. There's just too 
much internal bleeding. 

RIVER
But you are the best doctor in the 'verse - 
there has to be more you can do! 

SIMON
(pauses)

There is one thing we could try... 

PATIENCE
If you mean...inject me with that serum, 
forget it. Ain't gonna be no...guinea pig for 
some experiment. Better dead...than come back 
as a reaver or some such. 'Sides...I've lived 
a full life. Hell...even ran my own moon. 
No...my time is up...and I'm ok with that... 

RIVER
...but I'm not! You can't go - not yet! 

PATIENCE
There there child... 

(grabs River's hands)
...never thought I'd have someone that... 
cared if I died....kinda...nice... 

With that, Patience breathes her last breath. 

RIVER
(hysterically)

 Nooooooooooo!!! 

River's face is wrought with despair. But despair is quickly 
replaced by serious determination as she cocks her head in response 
to the door suddenly opening. Two armed soldiers enter. River 
springs into action with a series of martial arts / ballet moves 
that disarm both guards and knock them both out cold in a matter of 
seconds. 
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SIMON
River....stop! 

RIVER
I'm just gettin' started. 

SIMON
Eta Kooram Nah Smech! 

RIVER
(stops and turns to Simon)

Not this time. 

River opens the door and slinks out of the room with the guards' 
guns. She assesses the situation, counting the guards and doing the 
math. 

She then EMPTIES the CHAMBERS of both weapons into as many guards as
there are bullets. Once those guns are out of ammo, she DIVES to the
right, grabbing the guns of two other dead guards and continues her 
DAZZLING DISPLAY of marksmanship as BULLETS from the few guards 
still standing FLY by her. 

INT. OPERATING ROOM 

MAL
What the guay is goin' on out there? A 
firefight that we ain't a part of? 

(turns to Jayne)
Reckon we oughta do something' 'bout that? 

Jayne smiles and nods. 

INT. HALLWAY 

Simon and Elias rush out into the hallway and bare witness to the 
rest of River's performance... 

...having EXHAUSTED those guns, River makes one more move, BACK HAND
SPRINGING to two more dead guards, GRABBING their pistols, and  
EMPTYING their CHAMBERS as well while diving backwards. When the 
smoke clears, all the soldiers are dead, save for two. Briggs lies 
on the floor badly wounded (known only to River). One lone guard 
stands amidst the bodies, arms in the air, too scared to move or 
speak. River stands up, then slumps over, arms at her side, and 
drops her weapons. 

INT. OPERATING ROOM 

MAL
(to Jayne)

There's a lull in the shootin'...we go on my 
mark. 1...2...3...go! 
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The door swings open. Jayne sets up behind the door. Mal dives out 
onto the floor, guns cocked, aimed, and ready to be fired, but there
is nothing to shoot at, just a hallway full of dead bodies, save for
one, who looks to be surrendering. 

JAYNE
What the....? 

MAL
(equally perplexed and amazed)

Huh. 

Jayne and Mal look at each other, then at the sea of dead bodies, 
then figure it out and nod to each other. 

MAL AND JAYNE
River. 

PAN BACK TO SIMON. 

Simon stands, mouth agape, staring at the sea of bodies. Then he 
turns to River. 

SIMON
I'm at a loss for words. You just killed I 
don't know how many men. But you saved us. 
Thank-you. Forgive me...I'm curious...why did 
you leave one standing? 

RIVER
He's on our side. 

SIMON
And you know this how? 

River gives Simon the "oh, please" look. 

SIMON (CONT'D)
Oh ya....right. 

(pauses, then turns 
to the lone survivor)

Excuse me....you out there....the only one 
left standing? I think it's safe to turn 
around now. 

He does so, gingerly. Elias recognizes him immediately. 

ELIAS
Cummings! 

Elias rushes out to greet him and gives him a big hug. Cummings is 
still somewhat in shock but absorbs the hug. He and Elias begin 
walking slowly towards Mal and Jayne. 
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River stops at Briggs, kneels down, and gives him "the stare". Simon
stops to see what River is up to. Briggs gets glassy-eyed and pale, 
then temporarily lucid. He lifts his head slightly and whispers 
words to River, then drops his head and passes out. River gets up 
and walks towards Mal and Jayne. 

SIMON
What was that all about? 

RIVER
Our way outta here. 

CUMMINGS
(finally able to speak)

Elias, I am so so sorry. I did not fire on any
of you nor would I. But I had to be here and 
couldn't risk blowing my cover. 

ELIAS
There, there my friend. It all turned out ok. 
They had an army of soldiers... 

(grins broadly)
...but we have a River. 

MAL
Into the operating room everyone... 

As Mal looks at everyone, he notices someone is missing. 

MAL (CONT'D)
Wsit...where's Patience? 

Simon looks at Mal sadly and shakes his head, not able to muster the
words. Mal acknowledges somberly.

MAL
(turns to River)

River...I know the two o' you became close. 
I'd be all for avenging her death but, judging
from the carnage all around us, looks like you
done that already. All's left is ta complete 
the mission. We can all grieve later. 

Everyone nods - even River, though obviously still despondent.

INT. SERENITY ENGINE ROOM

SAFFRON
Enough with the stalling, Kaylee. I know what 
you're up to. Sorry, but there won't be any 
thrilling heroics by Mal or anyone else in his
crew. They're probably all dead by now, 
anyway. It's just you and me. 
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KAYLEE
I don't believe that! 

SAFFRON
Believe whatever you like. Just get the damn 
ship prepped for take-off. 

KAYLEE
Well....

(thinking fast on her feet)
....I can't. 

SAFFRON
(cocks a gun and points 

it at her head)
Can't...or won't? 

KAYLEE
Can't...the catalyzer is blown...come see for 
yourself. 

SAFFRON
You think I'm an idiot? I know what a 
catalyzer is. 

KAYLEE
Then you know that on a firefly class, the 
catalyzer goes and the engines won't work 
right, life support's down; basically, we're 
screwed. 

SAFFRON
Then fix or replace the damn thing! 

KAYLEE
It's a 2-person job. 

SAFFRON
Ugh...fine. What do you need me to do? 

Kaylee subtly takes the comm device out of her pocket and sets it 
down, then moves around the engine turbine to where the catalyzer 
would be, picking up the spare catalyzer she scavenged from Niska's 
ship and holds it up for Saffron to see.

KAYLEE
Found this in the wreckage of that ship that was on your 
tail back on Jupiter's Eye. Good thing, too, or we'd be 
up a creek without a....catalyzer.

Kaylee chuckles to herself, impressed with her wit. Saffron remains 
stoic and is not amused.
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KAYLEE
No sense o' humor, huh? Fine...I need you over
here by this lever. 

SAFFRON
(gun trained on Kaylee)

Ok...but no tricks, or you'll be one dead 
engineer. 

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

INT. OPERATING ROOM - DAY

Simon has joined the scientists to help oversee and assist with the 
process. Wash is hooked up to the monitoring machine. The rest watch
anxiously as the process unfolds. 

SCIENTIST 1
Injecting the serum. Now we wait. 

MAL
Speakin' o' wait, we best give Kaylee a buzz. 
If she ain't been able to stall Saffron, we're
all humped. 

Mal grabs his comm device. 

INT. SERENITY ENGINE ROOM 

KAYLEE
Just keep this lever pulled toward you so I 
can remove the old catalyzer. 

SAFFRON
(she pulls on the lever)

Like this? 

Just then we hear Mal's voice come through on the comm device. 

MAL (O.C.)
Kaylee....you there? 

Startled, Saffron takes her eyes off Kaylee to look over at the comm
device. Kaylee acts quickly and BASHES Saffron over the head with 
the spare catalyzer, knocking her out. 

KAYLEE
(to Saffron)

Ya, like that. 
(kissing the catalyzer)

I knew you'd come in handy for somethin'.

Kaylee walks over to the comm device and picks it up. 

KAYLEE
(over the comm)

Howdy Cap'n! 

MAL (O.C.)
You ok? Serenity still right where I left her?
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KAYLEE
(over the comm)

Yes on both counts, Cap! 

MAL (O.C.)
I take it you were able to deal with Saffron? 

KAYLEE
(over the comm)

Yup, out cold on the floor in front of me. 
Let's just say a catalyzer has many uses.  

INT. ST LUCY'S OPERATING ROOM

MAL
(over the comm)

Kaylee, if you were a little closer, I'd kiss 
ya. 

Mal notices he's getting the evil eye from Inara. 

MAL (CONT'D)
(over the comm)

Not...in a romantic way, of course. 

KAYLEE (O.C.)
So what's the plan? You find Wash yet? 

MAL
(over the comm)

Found Wash. Workin' on revivin' him. But we're
gonna need you to come to us. Ain't sure how 
that's all gonna play out just yet. I'll keep 
ya posted - out. 

River has been listening to the conversation. 

RIVER
Tunnels. 

MAL
What? 

CUMMINGS
(light bulb goes on)

Tunnels! A few years ago, renovations were 
completed on St. Lucy's. Supposedly, a series 
of tunnels were dug under the hospital as 
escape routes for the top brass in case the 
facility ever got attacked by the reavers or 
the resistance.  
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INARA
I'll bet that's how Saffron escaped. There 
must be an entrance to one of those things 
from the chancellor's chamber! 

RIVER
And there's one here, too. 

SIMON
But how could you....nevermind. 

Just then, a beep is heard on a machine hooked up to Wash. 

DOCTOR 1
We have a pulse! 

SCIENTIST 2
Blood pressure stabilizing...red and white 
blood cell count low but improving...EEG shows
neurological activity still low. 

ZOE
So what does this mean? Is it a good sign?    

SCIENTIST 1
Almost all of our subjects get this far and 
everything looks promising. Then something 
goes wrong - haven't figured out what - 
and...well, let's not go there just yet. 

SCIENTIST 2
All vitals continue to stabilize. 

The doctor, who's been staring at Wash, changes expression... 

DOCTOR 1
Ah...I remember this one, now. A Mr. Washburne
if memory serves me right. 

ZOE
Yes - that's him! 

DOCTOR 1
I was the one who treated him when he was 
first brought in. He sustained major trauma to
the chest cavity - serious vital organ damage.
I operated and got him relatively stable but 
his life hung by a thread. One thing working 
in his favor - he was still alive - barely - 
when he was frozen. Scientists were curious if
the serum would behave any differently on 
someone frozen alive vs dead. 

ZOE
How soon will we know...anything more? 



                                                                  21

DOCTOR 1
The internal damage Mr. Washburne suffered was
quite severe. Regenerating those organs will 
take some time. 

MAL
Since it's gonna be a while 'fore we know 
anythin', some of us need to get back to 
Serenity pronto. Definitely feelin' a bit 
twingy with Saffron on board and me not. 
Operative, this is where our paths part once 
again. Never thought I'd be shakin' your hand,
but thanks. None of this would have been 
possible without your help. 

OPERATIVE
(shaking Mal's hand)

It was my pleasure, Captain. There is a lot 
that I still must do to atone for the sins of 
my past. This is a start. 

(turns to Elias)
Oh, and Elias, if you still wish to avenge 
your brother's death once we are done here, I 
won't deny you that. 

ELIAS
A wise, dear friend once told me that 
vengeance would not be so sweet as I 
envisioned. I guess he was right. 

MAL
(to everyone)

Jayne, River, and Inara...you're with me. 
The rest o' ya stay with Wash. If I know the 
Alliance - and I do - news of our little 
brouhaha will have reached sources outside St 
Lucy's by now. Soon this area will be swarmin'
with soldiers that I ain't want to meet.

GOV'T OFFICIAL
That's right, Reynolds. You won't make it out 
of here alive.

MAL
Our little albatross here says different. 
River, show me where this tunnel is.

INT. HALLWAY OUTSIDE OPERATING ROOM

Elias keeps an armed watch as Simon consults with the doctors. River
takes Mal, Jayne, and Inara out of the operating room and to the far
end of the hallway. She punches a code into a keypad on the wall. A 
floor panel lifts up and slides sideways, revealing the tunnel. The 
four climb down.      
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INT. OPERATING ROOM 

Wash seems to be stable and getting stronger. Suddenly, just like 
the others, he begins to seize, alarming everyone. 

SCIENTIST 1
Inject him with the sedative, quick! 

SIMON
Wait! What are you giving him? 

DOCTOR 1
Lorazepam - its a benzodiazepine. Standard for
arresting seizures. 

SIMON
Did it occur to you that the seizing was a 
normal part of the healing process and that 
administering the sedative stopped that 
process? As hard as this is to watch, I 
believe we must let this play out. 

As the others watch, horrified, Wash continues to writhe. However, 
the seizing soon starts to lessen. 20 seconds later, Wash is calm 
again. Everyone is relieved. 

SCIENTIST 2
Vitals are strong and steady. Body scans 
indicate internal organs seem to be 
regenerating nicely. Brain wave activity 
appears to be relatively normal; yet he 
remains in a coma, just like the others. 

SCIENTIST 1
(to Zoe)

Your Mr. Washburne is as stable as any of our 
previous subjects. He appears to be in some 
kind of a vegetative state. I'm afraid there's
nothing more we can do for him here. And your 
associate was right. Many more Alliance 
soldiers will be here before you know it. If 
you wish to escape with your lives, it had 
better be soon. 

EXT. SERENITY CARGO BAY 

Mal, River, Jayne, and Inara exit the tunnel and come walking 
towards Serenity. They notice the rookie security officer laying on 
the ground, still out cold.

MAL
Saffron's work, I'm guessin'
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Kaylee has been watching for them and opens the cargo bay door upon 
their approach. They enter and she greets them, excited and 
relieved. The three guards in nothing but their underwear still sit 
tied up on the floor. 

MAL
(embraces Kaylee)

Swellin' with pride here girl - ya done good. 
So...what'd ya do with Saffron? 

KAYLEE
She's locked in a safe place - nothin' to fret
about. 

MAL
Good. Right now, we need to focus on gettin' 
this bird in the air. Kaylee, fire up the 
engines. Jayne, grab Sophie. Both o' ya meet 
me back here asap. River...Inara...you're with
me to the bridge. 

GUARD
Hey - what are you going to do with us? 

Mal looks at them and then Jayne.

MAL
Jayne....deal with 'em. 

JAYNE
With pleasure, Cap. 

(kneels down by the guards)
You an' me are 'bout to have us a little fun. 
And when I say you and me, I mean just me. 

EXT. ST LUCY'S MAIN ENTRANCE 

A large troop of heavily armed soldiers have gathered at the 
entrance. Their commander barks out orders. 

COMMANDER
Our orders are...kill 'em all - let God sort 
'em out...except for the Operative. The 
Parliament wants him alive for questioning if 
possible. We are to head straight to the 
restricted access wing. Let's move! 

The soldiers march methodically into the hospital, carrying out that
order. 

INT. OPERATING ROOM 

Simon has been conversing with the scientists and doctors, trying to
learn anything he can that will help Wash.
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SIMON
(to the scientists)

I'm assuming the captain has a plan for 
extracting Wash and the rest of us...in short 
order I hope. I'd like to see any notes you've
kept on how the experiments have gone to this 
point. Perhaps I can find something useful. 

SCIENTIST 1
Of course. 

The scientist nods at an associate, who leaves to retrieve said 
notes. 

SIMON
Let's free Wash from these machines and get 
him on to a gurney. 

The scientists and doctors follow Simon's directions and do just 
that while the others watch helplessly. 

ZOE
Isn't there anything else we can do? 

SIMON
At this point, no. I will pour over the notes 
they supply me...see if I can come up with a 
solution. 

Just then, Mal is heard breaking in on Zoe's comm device. 

MAL (V.O.)
Zoe. This is Mal. 

ZOE
(over her comm device)

This is Zoe. Go ahead, Captain. 

MAL (V.O.)
Keep everyone in the operating room. We're 
gonna try to blow a hole in the roof at the 
end of the hallway. Once it's safe, wheel Wash
over there. We'll hoist him up, along with the
rest o' ya. 

ZOE
(over her comm device)

Will do, Captain. 

EXT. SERENITY - DUSK

Serenity flies to just above the hospital's restricted access wing. 
Once there, she hovers, though air turbulence is making it difficult
for Jayne to accurately target the hospital roof. 
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INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY 

Jayne is wearing a harness with a metal loop, to which is connected 
the cable hook. He is trying to get a bead with Sophie on the 
hospital wing roof, while being held in position by the winch, 
operated by Kaylee. Mal looks on, along with the trio of underwear-
clad guards, now sitting in a net hooked up to a cable splitter. 

JAYNE
(to Kaylee)

Tell River ta bring 'er down some more and try
ta keep 'er from shakin' so much.

KAYLEE
Will do. 

(over the comm to River)
River, Jayne says take the ship down a little 
further keep her steady. 

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE 

As Inara looks on anxiously, River attempts to do so, but strong 
winds are making it nearly impossible. 

INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY. 

Jayne is taking final aim at the roof when suddenly, Serenity 
encounters severe turbulence. Kaylee falls backwards, hitting her 
head on a metal railing and dropping the winch control box. It lands
on the floor, depressing the “release” button. Jayne slips off the 
hatch door ledge, dangling at first. Then, as cable is continuously 
let out, he falls downward through the opening, still clutching his 
precious Sophie. Mal, also thrown to the floor, sees what has 
happened. 

MAL
Wuh De Ma! 

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

 
INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY - DUSK

Jayne continues to freefall toward the hospital roof. 

Mal gets up off the floor and runs to the winch control box, 
pressing the stop button. The winch halts the cable from lowering 
any further. 

EXT. SERENITY

The cable stops lowering with an abrupt halt. The sudden jerk causes
Jayne to lose his grip and Sophie but he snatches her back just 
before it falls out of reach. Jayne then begins to be elevated back 
toward the ship.

INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY

Having pressed the up button to retrieve Jayne, Mal then checks on 
Kaylee, who is a little loopy from her blow to the head.

MAL
Kaylee...you ok?...say somethin'.

                               KAYLEE
(still woozy) 

...up a creek...without a...catalyzer...I made
a funny, Cap'n...but you missed it.

          MAL
Well, I'm sure it brought the house down 
but right now, I gotta get Jayne back into 
position to do what he does best. You just 
stay here and take it easy. We'll have Simon 
give ya the once-over 'soon as he gets back.

Just then, Jayne is raised back up into the cargo bay and steps onto
the floor as Mal hits the control box “off” button.

                               JAYNE
Just for kicks 'n grins, wanna tell me how 
I ended up goin' on that little joy ride?

          MAL
A mite curious my own self.

(grabs and speaks into comm)
Inara – what just happened?

INARA (V.O.)
Sorry Mal. River says that bump you 
experienced is more atmo turbulence. 
Conditions are too severe right now to descend
any lower. 
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MAL
Zhen dao mei – hold her steady right where 
she is then. 

Jayne gets back into position over the hatch opening, with Mal 
manning the winch control box. As Jayne takes aim again, one of the 
guards speaks up.

GUARD
So whataya gonna do with us?

JAYNE
Soon as I blow a hole in that roof, we'll be 
havin' us that bit o' fun I told ya 'bout. For
now – just keep yer pants on.

Jayne glances the guard's way, then down at his pants, 
then back to the guard again.

JAYNE (CONT'D)
Oh wait...you can't...I'm wearin' 'em.

GUARD
(sighs)

Everyone's a comedian.

Jayne refocuses on the task at hand and readjusts his scope. He 
kisses his hand and lays it on Sophie.

JAYNE
Make daddy proud just one more time, baby. 

Jayne FIRES. The projectile ZOOMS towards the hospital and SMASHES 
into the roof, creating a huge EXPLOSION and making a gaping hole in
the roof. 

JAYNE (CONT'D)
That's what I'm talkin' 'bout! 

MAL
Jayne, you gorram sure got a way with weapons.

INT. OPERATING ROOM 

The explosion knocked a few things over. Dust settles down from the 
ceiling. Zoe is huddled over Wash to protect him. Mal's voice is 
heard over Zoe's comm device.

  MAL (O.C.)
           Everyone ok down there, Zoe?      
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ZOE
(over comm device)

Yes, Captain. You made quite the mess down 
here but we're all good. Elias and I will 
check out the hole you just made, make sure 
it's stable and all. Then we'll wheel Wash 
over there. 

MAL (V.O.)
Sounds good. We'll get to lowerin' the cable. 

OPERATIVE
(stops Zoe and Elias)

My work here is not yet done. All of the serum
and research, other than what the good doctor 
here takes with him, must be destroyed. This 
is where I must bid you all adieu. Cummings? 

ELIAS
(to Cummings)

You don't have to stay with him. With more 
Alliance troops on the way, this is suicide. 
Come with us. There certainly is room for one 
more on Serenity. 

CUMMINGS
No, my friend, my place is here. I promised to
help the Operative end this program once and 
for all and I aim to see it through, whatever 
the consequences. 

ELIAS
(pauses)

 Alright then. I see your mind is made up. 
(hugs Cummings)

 I wish you both the best of luck. 

Zoe, Elias, Cummings, and the Operative make their way out of the 
operating room. Elias and Zoe head down the hall to inspect the 
hole. Cummings and the Operative head the other way to another room 
where the serum is stored. 

ZOE
Elias, you stay here. Make doubly-sure there 
ain't somethin' 'bout ready to fall down on 
us. I'll go get Wash and the others. 

Elias nods.

INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY 

The cargo bay hatch on the floor is still open, with the winch 
lowered into position. The cable hook is attached via a 4-cable 
splitter to a net, in which sit the three guards. 
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MAL
Gotta hand it to ya, Jayne...a right fine way 
ta steady the cable so she don't swing. 

JAYNE
Kinda fond o' the idear my own self. 

GUARD 1
You can't do this! 

JAYNE
Can. Gonna. 

GUARD 2
But what if the cable breaks or gets unhooked 
from us? 

MAL
Well, then I reckon you fine folk are gonna 
meet your maker in nothin' but your skivvies. 

JAYNE
Soiled ones at that, I'm guessin'. 

Mal gives a nod to Kaylee, who has regained her senses. She 
activates the winch. It begins to lower the guards down towards the 
hospital floor. 

INT. ST LUCY'S HALLWAY JUST OUTSIDE THE OPERATING ROOM 

Zoe, Wash (on a gurney hooked up to an IV), and the others stand on 
the floor near the hole in the roof and are looking up, confused. 
Mal's voice is again heard over Zoe's comm device.

MAL (O.C.)
 Incoming! 

Everyone watches, amused, as the three guards are lowered to the 
floor. Once they land, Zoe unhooks them and she and Elias drag them 
out of the way. They then get Wash and his gurney onto the net, 
securing it to the cable splitter. 

ZOE
Simon...you take good care of my man. 

SIMON
I know it's killing you that I'm accompanying
him rather than you. 

ZOE
Don't matter - know it's for the best. You 
get him to sickbay the moment you get up 
there, you hear me? I'll see him again soon 
enough - both eyes open with any luck. 
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GUARD 1
Hey, what about us? 

Without even looking their way, Zoe fires a shot; it hits the floor,
making a good sized hole, right next to the groin area of one of the
guards. 

ZOE
(turning her head to face them)

 Any other questions? 

The guards shake their heads no. Simon then steps onto a rail of the
gurney and, holding on to one of the cables, gives the thumbs up 
signal to Serenity. Simon and Wash are lifted upward. 

INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY 

Mal get on the comm to River.

MAL
Keep it steady, girl. Simon an' Wash look a 
might precarious down there. 

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE 

RIVER
(over the comm)

Doing the best I can, Captain.

MAL (O.C.)
I know you are, River. That chair you're in 
seen many a fine moment; reckon you'll give it
a few more...

River smiles proudly.

INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY 

Wash and Simon have just reached the cargo bay and are being 
unhooked. They get free from the cables and net. 

SIMON
I need to get Wash to sickbay right away. 

MAL
Then be quick about it. Oh, and your sweetie 
to a blow to the noggin' a while back. Seems 
fine now but you best be the judge o' that. 
I'll send her directly 'soon as we're done.

Simon and Kaylee embrace. Simon is obviously concerned. He examines 
the back of her head.

SIMON
My god, Kaylee, what happened?                           
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KAYLEE
Nothin' ta fret over – I'm fine. You go wake up
Wash. I'll come see ya, soon as I'm done here –
promise.

Simon and Kaylee embrace again and kiss. Simon wheels Wash
away on the gurney. 

MAL
(looking at Jayne)

This next part I'm really gonna enjoy. 

Mal and Jayne drag a big heavy supply crate over to the wench, lift 
it onto the net, and secure the cables. 

MAL (CONT'D)
Good riddance, you jung chi duh go-se dway! 

INT. INSIDE THE CRATE 

Saffron is just now coming to. Still groggy, she realizes what she's
in. 

SAFFRON
(to herself)

Oh no, not again. 
(then yells loudly)

Mal, this isn't funny. Get me outta here. You 
can't do this to me! 

MAL
Jayne...I loved what you said earlier. What 
was it again? Ah, yes... 

(to Saffron)
Can. Gonna. 

Mal gives a thumbs up to Kaylee and she turns on the winch, lowering
the crate toward the hospital. 

INT. ST LUCY'S, HALLWAY. 

Zoe and Elias see the crate being lowered to the floor. 

ZOE
Now what? 

(hears Saffron inside, 
pounding and yelling)

Ahhhh.... 
          

ELIAS
What should we do with her? 

ZOE
Just leave her. Someone 'll find 'er. 
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SAFFRON
(from inside the crate, 

in a muffled yell)
That you, Zoe? C'mon, you gotta let me outta 
here! I'll suffocate! 

Elias and Zoe grab the crate, lift it off the net, and drag it over 
by the operating room as Zoe speaks. 

ZOE
Quit yer whinin'. You'll be fine. That crate's
got enough air for a little while. Not like 
you haven't been in one of these before. Bet 
if ya yell real loud, them nice doctors in the
room next door just might hear ya. Bye now! 

Zoe and Elias make their way back to the cable lift and climb on. 

INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY.

Mal and Jayne see this and begin to hoist up Zoe and Elias. Just 
then River's voice is heard over the comm. 

RIVER (V.O.)
Uh-oh. 

MAL
(over the comm)

Don't say uh-oh! What's uh-oh? 

RIVER (V.O.)
Alliance ships on the horizon headed our way! 

MAL
Ai ya. Women wanle! 

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE 

Two Alliance ships are seen through the front windows in the 
distance headed toward Serenity. 

INT. RESTRICTED ACCESS WING ENTRANCE 

The aforementioned troop of soldiers finally arrive at the main 
door. They spot Zoe and Elias and march toward them.

COMMANDER
Intruders up ahead. Fire at will! 

                                    
PAN TO ZOE AND ELIAS, ON THE NET, BEING SLOWLY HOISTED UPWARD. 
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ZOE
(on the comm)

Sir, we got company. Be much obliged if you 
could elevate us just a little faster. 

MAL (V.O.)
Workin' on it - got problems of our own up 
here. 

Zoe and Elias lay flat on the net to create less of a target as they
slowly rise above the hospital floor. As bullets ZING past them, 
they RETURN FIRE.

CLOSE-UP ON ENEMY BULLETS TEARING THE NET WHERE IT CONNECTS TO THE 
CABLES. 

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FIVE

INT/EXT. ST. LUCY'S HALLWAY OUTSIDE THE OPERATING ROOM – NIGHT

Zoe and Elias continue to be elevated toward the ship. They are 
above the ceiling and out of line-of-sight of the soldiers but it 
will be only a matter of moments before those soldiers appear below.

ZOE
You hit?

ELIAS
Bullet grazed my shoulder...been worse. You?

ZOE
Same.....ya know...a grenade would come in 
right handy about now. 

ELIAS
             (nods, gets one out) 
Like to keep one on hand for just such an 
emergency. 

Zoe pulls the pin and drops it. It hits the floor and explodes just 
as soldiers arrive, blowing debris and body parts everywhere. 

INT. SERENITY CARGO BAY 

MAL
(on the comm to Zoe)

We got unfriendlies comin' in fast. Time ta 
vamoose! Hold on! 

EXT. SERENITY 

Serenity flies away from its hovering spot, Zoe and Elias dangling 
precariously in the net from the cable. Alliance is in hot pursuit, 
but not yet close enough to target Serenity with any accuracy. 

CLOSE-UP ON NET TEARING AWAY FROM THE CABLE. 

As the net tears away from the cable, Zoe and Elias grab the cable 
and hold on for dear life. Jayne and Mal see this. 

INT. CARGO BAY 

MAL
(yelling down at them)

Ta ma de! Just hold on! Kaylee's reelin' ya in
quick as she can. 

Zoe and Elias finally get close enough for Mal to grasp Zoe by the 
arm; Jayne does the same for Elias. Both, dangling from the cable, 
are pulled into the cargo bay just in the nick of time.             
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MAL
Whew - everyone good?  

ELIAS
Well, that was exciting, in an "oh my god 
I'm gonna die" kinda way. 

ZOE
Why Elias, I'd swear you was channeling 
Wash just then. 

MAL
And River best be doin' the same or we 
ain't in the air much longer. 

Mal notices blood on the shoulders of both Elias and Zoe.

MAL
You both catch a bullet?

ELIAS
Shoulda caught more than one...but ya...
just a scratch...I'll be fine.

MAL
Zoe...reckon you wanna make a beeline for 
sickbay - go. Have that shoulder looked at 
while yer there. Kaylee - engine room. Send
a distress signal to Early's ship so it 
comes to us. Elias - meet me and Jayne on 
the bridge. 

The others depart. 

MAL (CONT'D)
(grabs the comm)

River - head for the black! And no "where we 
goin's?" - just go! 

INT. SERENITY SICKBAY 

Simon is pouring over notes. He then gives Wash an injection of 
something. Inara sits by Wash's side, holding his hand. Zoe enters, 
out of breath, excited to see Wash but disappointed when she 
realizes he still is not conscious. 

ZOE
(sadly)

No eyes open. 
 

SIMON
I'm sorry, Zoe. But he's alive and vital signs
are strong. There is still hope. 

(notices her shoulder)
Now, let me take a look at that shoulder.
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INT. SERENITY BRIDGE 

River's in the pilot's chair, Elias in the navigator's. Mal and 
Jayne stand behind them. The front window shows the ship leaving the
atmosphere and heading into space. 

MAL
As long as Early's device causes the Alliance 
censors to read our ship as one of their own, 
they can't lock on to us. They're just firing 
in our direction hopin' somethin' hits us. 

JAYNE
Ya, and sooner or later, somethin' will! 

Just then, Mal gets an idea and grabs the comm. 

MAL
(over the comm)

Kaylee, you send that distress call like I 
asked? 

KAYLEE (V.O.)
'Course, Cap. 

MAL
(over the comm)

What would it take to reconfigure the 
crybaby's distress signal so it would appear 
to be coming from a Serenity shuttle? 

KAYLEE (V.O.)
Just a few minor adjustments, Cap. Can have 
that done in two shakes. 

MAL
(over the comm)

Make it so. 
(then to River)

River, circle us back around. 

Everyone looks at Mal like he's crazy. Inara and Zoe enter the 
bridge. 

MAL (CONT'D)
(to River)

Just do it!  
(to everyone else)

Oh c'mon, people. When has one of my plans 
ever not worked as intended? 

As Jayne, Inara, and Zoe give him the "you've got to be kidding" 
look, Mal bows his head, smiles, and chuckles. 
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MAL
Ok...even I couldn't say that with a straight 
face. But seriously, hear me out....except 
River. 

(turns and points to her)
You need to focus on your flyin' girl...make 
sure we don't get blowed up. 

River turns around and focuses on dodging incomings. 

MAL (CONT'D)
Here's how I see it. Early's ship is on its 
way to us. Once it gets close, Kaylee changes 
its signature so the Alliance read it as us. 
Then we go to blackout. Alliance locks on 
Early's ship and kablooey. We then launch the 
crybaby. Alliance reads the distress call, 
figures some of us escaped in a shuttle, and 
goes on a wild goose chase. We stay dark til 
it's safe not to. 

Everyone is speechless for a moment. 

ZOE
That's a longshot....full o' "what ifs"....but
it just might work. 

JAYNE
It better. We're one direct hit away from 
bein' a bad kinda shiny. 

KAYLEE (V.O.)
Cap'n, Early's ship is within range. 

MAL
(over the comm)

Crybaby ready? 

KAYLEE (V.O.)
Yup. 

MAL
Ok....everyone cross your fingers. 

(over the comm)
Kaylee, make them purple-bellies think Early's
ship is us...then go to blackout. 

(to Elias)
Get ready... 

KAYLEE (V.O.)
Executing.........now! 

Kaylee change the ships' signatures. Mal signals Elias. He and 
Kaylee take Serenity to blackout. 
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INT. ALLIANCE SHIP - BRIDGE 

OFFICER
Sir, we finally have a read and lock on 
Serenity! 

ALLIANCE CAPTAIN
Then blow it to kingdom come! 

OFFICER
Aye aye, sir. 

EXT. ALLIANCE SHIP 

The lead Alliance ship fires on Early's ship. It's a DIRECT HIT, 
causing a huge EXPLOSION and BLOWING it to BITS. 

EXT. SERENITY 

Crybaby is launched. 

INT. ALLIANCE SHIP - BRIDGE

COMM OFFICER
Captain, we are receiving a distress signal. 
It appears to be coming from a small vessel. 
Given its location and flight path, it could 
be one of Serenity's shuttles. 

ALLIANCE CAPTAIN
Our orders are to leave no survivors. 
Navigator, latch on to that signal and pursue.

NAVIGATOR
Aye, captain. 

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE 

The crew observe the Alliance ships changing course and celebrate. 

JAYNE
Can't believe they fell for that. 

MAL
Still, we best stay dark a little longer.  

(over the comm)
Kaylee, once we fire the ship back up, think 
you can make us read like a scow? 

KAYLEE (V.O.)
No problem, Cap. 
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MAL
Splendid...all the unpleasantness looks to be 
done for now. River, Elias - gonna need you to
stay here for a spell. Monitor them other 
ships. Whatya say the rest of us pay your 
husband a visit, Zoe? 

ZOE
I'd like that very much, sir. 

INT. ST LUCY'S RESTRICTED WING MAIN HALLWAY 

Soldiers have their weapons trained on Cummings and the Operative, 
who are kneeling, hands behind their heads. 

COMMANDER
You perplex me, Operative. You set free that 
malcontent Reynolds years ago on Miranda; yet 
we spare your life. Given the opportunity to 
amend your error, you let him escape once 
again - even aid him. Care to explain 
yourself? 

The operative says nothing. 

COMMANDER (CONT'D)
Huh...well, you will talk to the Parliament. 
You're famous for your tortuous methods of 
extracting information. Let's see how well you
can withstand them. Guard, kill the other one.
He is of no use to us. 

CLOSE-UP ON THE OPERATIVE'S HANDS CLASPED ON HIS HEAD. HE MOVES HIS 
RIGHT THUMB AS IF TO BE ACTIVATING SOMETHING. 

INT. ST LUCY'S SERUM STORAGE ROOM 

We see stock piles of serum and other medicine, surrounded by 
explosives. Suddenly a HUGE EXPLOSION occurs, ROCKING that part of 
the facility and ENGULFING the surrounding areas in FLAMES. 

INT. SERENITY SICKBAY 

Sickbay has been in the dark. Just then the lights come on, thanks 
to Kaylee.

SIMON
Well, that's better. Thank goodness Jonah was 
able to sell us that portable generator. So 
how much longer must our blackout continue? 

MAL
Let's find out.  

(grabs the comm handset)
                                                       



                                                       40

Elias, any sign o' them Alliance ships? 
    

ELIAS (V.O.)
No, Captain...seems like we're free and clear.

MAL
Hmm...reckon they figured out by now that 
distress call was a ruse. They might be layin'
in wait just hopin' we do somethin' 
stupid....which we ain't. We'll stay dark just
a little while longer. 

ZOE
Simon....any improvement in Wash? 

SIMON
I'm doing everything I can with what I can 
glean from these notes, combined with my own 
expertise. He's just not responding. 

ZOE
Havin' a husband I can't speak with and look 
in the eye ain't no better than not havin' one
at all...maybe worse... 

A very emotionally distraught Zoe departs; Inara follows. 

INT. ALLIANCE SHIP - BRIDGE 

OFFICER
The distress call has stopped, Captain. No 
sign of whatever craft was emitting it. 

CAPTAIN
Any other vessels in the area? 

OFFICER
Just a scow. Censors don't indicate anything 
suspicious about it. 

CAPTAIN
Hmm...well, our orders were to destroy the 
Serenity. We have done that. If a shuttle did 
escape the wreckage, we would have found it by
now. Turn this ship around and head back to 
Ariel. Radio the other ship to do the same. 

COMM OFFICER
Yes, sir. 

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE 

RIVER
(senses this; turns to Elias)

They're gone now.                             
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ELIAS
Who? The Alliance ships? 

River nods. 

ELIAS (CONT'D)
How can you be sure? 

River gives him the "seriously, you, too?" look. 

ELIAS (CONT'D)
Ah...gotcha. 

Mal just then enters the bridge. 

MAL
Be sure o' what? 

ELIAS
River says the Alliance ships are gone. 

MAL
We got confirmation on that? 

RIVER
(to herself, shaking her head)

They understand...but they don't comprehend. 

MAL
Ah...savvy....reckon we can fire up Serenity 
then, River? 

River nods.

                            MAL (CONT'D)
Elias, make them panels light up.  

(grabs the comm)
Kaylee, fire up the engines. 

KAYLEE
Right away, Cap'n. 

MAL
River, set course for Goreaud. 

END OF ACT FIVE
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ACT SIX

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE - NIGHT

Elias sits in the navigator's chair, alone on the bridge, catching 
40 winks. River's chair is empty. 

INT. SERENITY SICKBAY 

River wanders in. Wash lies motionless on the bed. Zoe is asleep, 
slumped over in a chair next to him, holding his hand. Kaylee lies 
on the bed next to the wall. Simon stands, slumped over a counter, 
head in hands, half-dozing, with the notes he was reading under his 
head. He comes to when River enters. 

SIMON
(sleepily)

Oh, hey River. 

River says nothing. Just walks over to Wash, looking at him 
inquisitively. 

SIMON (CONT'D)
River, what are you doing? 

RIVER
He's broken. He needs to be fixed. 

SIMON
I've done everything I can for him, River. I 
don't know what else to do. 

RIVER
He doesn't need medicine. He's here but he 
can't find us. He doesn't know the way. I can 
show him. 

SIMON
River, what are you talking about? 

RIVER
(turns to Simon)

You will see. 

River leans over Wash. She puts her hands on either side of his 
head. She stares at his face for a few moments. Her expression is 
first one of pain, then confusion, followed by angst, and finally 
enlightenment. A tear drops from one eye. 

RIVER (CONT'D)
(in a trance-like state)

There you are. Don't be afraid. Come with 
me. It's ok. She's waiting for you...they 
all are. 
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River's eyes roll up and she collapses to the floor, awakening Zoe. 
Simon rushes to River and tries to help her up but she has fainted. 
Zoe and Simon help River over to the cot by the wall. Kaylee wakes 
up and arises to make room for her. As all three attend to River, 
Wash begins to stir. 

CLOSE-UP ON WASH'S LEFT HAND - PINKIE TWITCHES, THEN HIS WHOLE HAND.
CUT TO FACIAL SHOT. 

Wash's eyes begin to move under his eyelids. Then both eyes open 
very slowly, moving side to side. Wash is disoriented, trying to get
his bearings. He finally turns his head slowly to the side and sees 
Zoe, Simon, and Kaylee tending to River, who is now conscious but 
pale and weak. Wash tries to speak but can't, though he mouths 
"Zoe". He painstakingly lifts his arm and reaches out to Zoe, 
touching her on the back. Startled, Zoe turns around and screams 
with joy when she sees Wash staring at her lovingly. 

ZOE
(screaming)

 Oh my god....Wash....baby! 

Zoe hugs Wash gleefully as Kaylee rushes to the other side of the 
bed to join in the hug. Simon stands there stunned, mouth open, not 
knowing what to say. 

ZOE (CONT'D)
Oh honey....I just knew you'd make it back 
somehow....I love you so much. 

SIMON
W-we have to tell the others. 

Simon races over to the comm, pushes a button, and talks into it. 

SIMON (CONT'D)
Everyone come to sickbay...quick! Wash is 
awake! I repeat, Wash is awake! 

INT. SERENITY SHUTTLE - NIGHT
Inara awakens to the sound of the announcement. She is obviously 
elated and gets out of bed hurriedly. 

SERENITY BRIDGE

Elias stirs when the announcement is made, then comes to his senses 
when he realizes what was just said and heads for sickbay. 

MAL'S ROOM

Mal wakes up, sits up in his bed, and shakes his head.

                            MAL                             
Wuh de ma!
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JAYNE'S ROOM

Jayne stirs at the sound of the announcement but was sleeping too 
soundly to make it out. He opens one eye, sneers, turns over, and 
covers his head with his pillow. 

SICKBAY

Wash is now sitting up in bed, Kaylee holding one hand and Zoe the 
other. Inara enters and greets him warmly. He recognizes her but is 
still unable to speak. Meanwhile, Simon continues to tend to River, 
still too weak to get up. Elias then enters. Wash's eyes get big and
his jaw drops. 

ZOE
(realizes Wash thinks 
he's seeing a ghost)

No, honey, this isn't Shepherd come back from 
the dead. It's Elias, his twin brother. 

ELIAS
Hello Wash - if I may call you that. 

(shakes his hand)
So nice to finally meet you. 

ZOE
We got lots o' explainin' ta do, I know. 

Wash nods, with a "no kidding" look on his face. 

Mal finally enters. Wash mouths "Captain". 

MAL
Dang if it ain't so. Mr. Washburne, you are a 
sight to behold. Now, quit yer lolly-gaggin' 
and get to the bridge. Somebody's gotta fly 
this boat! 

Simon turns around horrified, not catching Mal's sarcasm; then "gets
it".  Wash gets a big grin. 

WASH
(in a strained whisper)

Chur ni-duh! 

ZOE
(surprised; to Wash)

Oh my god! You spoke! Wait a sec - you've been
asleep 8 years and, when you finally wake up, 
the first words out o' yer mouth are in 
Mandarin and they're "screw you"? 

Wash looks up at Zoe with a puzzled look and shrugs his shoulders. 
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WASH
(in a choppy soft voice)

I...love...you...Zoe! 

Everyone oooo's and aaah's. 

ZOE
That's more like it, baby. 

(gives him another big hug)
I love you, too. 

Wash's speaking seems to have stirred River. Color returns to her 
face and she loses that glassy-eyed look. She reaches for Simon, who
is facing away from her toward Wash. River places her hand on 
Simon's hand, which is resting on the edge of the cot. Startled, 
Simon turns around to see River gazing at him with a "did I do good"
look on her face. Simon hugs River. 

SIMON
(big smile)

Perfect...now my sister is back, too. 

ELIAS
So did Wash just decide to wake up on his own 
or was it something you did, Doc? 

INARA
Yes, do tell. 

WASH
(still strained)

I'd...REALLY...like...to know. 

SIMON
Neither....it was all River. That's why she 
fainted - from the strain of whatever she did 
to revive Wash...

(pauses)
I knew River's mental abilities had 
heightened, but I had no idea to what extent. 
Today, she used that wonderful brain power of 
hers to bring back from the abyss our dear 
friend and for that...

(looking at River fondly)
...we all will be eternally grateful. 

ELIAS
Here here! 

Everyone nods in agreement and applauds. Zoe turns to face River, 
taking River's hands in hers.
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ZOE
River, in a thousand lifetimes, I could never 
thank you enough for what you did today for my
husband.  But thank-you just the same. There 
will always be a special place in my heart 
reserved just for you. 

MAL
(to everyone)

I think it best we give Zoe and Wash some 
alone time. They got eight years o' catchin' 
up to do. 

WASH
(still very weak)

How...'bout we...catch up...in the morning. I 
have...so many questions...but not...the 
energy to ask...or listen...right now. 

SIMON
I don't think River's going anywhere and I'd 
feel a lot better if I could stay here and 
monitor her vitals....Wash's, too. 

ZOE
Hey...fine with me.  

(looks at Wash)
Don't think we'll be gettin' frisky tonight. 

WASH
(smiles slyly)

Maybe...tomorrow. 

The others leave sickbay, saying their good-nights. 

INT. SERENITY SICKBAY - NEXT MORNING

Mal walks in. Wash laughs as Zoe says something to him.  Simon is 
taking River's blood pressure while she sits up against the wall on 
the cot. 

MAL
Well, ain't we a chipper bunch. 

ZOE
Mornin' sir. 

WASH
Mornin' Mal. 

MAL
(turning to Simon)

So, how's our little miracle worker? 
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RIVER
In the pink! 

SIMON
Yes, I'd say both patients are healthy and 
happy. 

Just then Jayne enters. 

JAYNE
Guess I missed all the hoopla last night. 
Wash....you know I ain't one for words, 
but....ya see.....well...it's like this 
.....ah hell...

(goes over and hugs Wash)
Welcome back, buddy. 

WASH
(caught off-guard)

Thanks - good to be back. 

JAYNE
(walks over to River)

Guess I owe you an apology - you, too, Doc - 
for the way I treated you both over the years.
Yer both real important members of the crew 
and we're lucky ta have ya....and I'm lucky to
be able to call ya my friends....if I can, 
that is. 

SIMON
You can...and thank-you. 

Simon, River, and Zoe all come over to Jayne and make one big group 
hug. Mal sees and decides to join them. 

JAYNE
Now don't y'all go gettin' all fuzzie-wuzzie 
on me.  Dang, I knew I shouldn't-a said 
nuttin' nohow. 

Jayne walks out of sickbay, embarrassed. 

SIMON
Did Jayne just use a triple negative? 

MAL
(chuckles)

I do believe he did - might be a first on 
Serenity. 

(turns to Wash)
So Wash, more 'n a few things I'm a might 
curious about, if ya feel like talkin'... 
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WASH
Shoot... 

MAL
First off, do ya know where we're goin' and 
why? 

WASH
Can't say that I do....figured someone would 
fill me in at some point. 

MAL
Ah...then everything else I'd like to know can
wait. Doc, hows 'bout we take that other 
patient o' yours for a walk? 

SIMON
I think she's up for that. 

River nods. They depart, leaving Zoe and Wash by themselves. 

WASH
This must be serious if Mal is givin' us some 
alone time. 

ZOE
It is, baby. Was waitin' for the right time ta
tell ya - din't want the news ta spook ya, you
was doin' so good 'n all. 

WASH
Ok...I'm sitting down...still. 

ZOE
You 'member, 'fore that whole Miranda thing, 
we talked about bringing a child inta this 
world, you and me? 

WASH
Zoe...I remember you and that I love you. I 
recognized the crew. Everything else...

(shakes his head)
...pretty hazy. 

ZOE
Ya...well...I was for it and you was agin' it 
- said how now - then - wasn't a good time for
that given how hectic our lives were. 

WASH
Sounds like a reasonable assessment. 

                                                                



                                                                  49

ZOE
Fact o' the matter is, when you...when you... 

WASH
...died. You can say died. 

ZOE
But that's just it. You din't die - you was 
still alive - barely - when they froze you. 
That might be why you came back when the 
others din't. 

WASH
....ok, so when I was in a cryogenically-
induced comatose condition...... 

ZOE
Wash, baby, you ain't helpin'. 

WASH
Sorry...continue. 

ZOE
Anyways, what I'm tryin' ta say is...on that 
fateful day that turned my life upside-
down...I was with child - your child. Just 
din't know til 'bout 3 weeks later. 

WASH
So you were pregnant...a-are you telling me we
have a son? or a daughter? 

ZOE
A daughter...Emma. 

WASH
(starts to get teary-eyed)

My god, hon, that's...that's fantastic! So 
she's what...7 years old? 

ZOE
Goin' on 8. 

WASH
Please tell me we're on our way to see her! 

ZOE
We are! 

They hug each other joyfully. 

INT. SERENITY BRIDGE - 3 DAYS LATER - DAY
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Elias and River are back in their respective chairs, Mal standing 
behind them. They have just come into orbit around Goreaud when Zoe 
and Wash walk on to the bridge. Wash walks gingerly and with a cane.

MAL
Well, it's 'bout time you used those legs o' 
yours for somethin' other than wearin' pants. 

WASH
Funny. 

(points to the world seen 
through the window)

So, hon, is that where you called home before 
you saw fit to come rescue me? 

ZOE
That's the place! 

(turns to Elias)
Elias, you radio ahead so we'll be gettin' 
a...warm reception? 

ELIAS
(smiles and winks at Zoe)

Already done. 

EXT. SERENITY / GOREAUD - DAY

Serenity is seen landing on a flat plain in a desolate area not far 
from a village. The cargo bay opens. The whole crew begins to stroll
out, Mal and Inara leading, followed by the others. Simon and Kaylee
are hand-in-hand and acting more lovey-dovey than we've seen before.
Zoe and Wash bring up the rear as Wash still walks slowly and with a
cane. 

SWING TO 180 DEGREE VIEW WITH VILLAGE IN BACKGROUND 

Two older adults and a young girl are seen walking toward the crew. 
As they all get closer, Mal and crew stop to let Zoe and Wash come 
to the front. Emma sees them and begins running toward them. Zoe and
Wash both bend down to one knee, arms outstretched. Emma runs into 
their arms and they embrace jubilantly. Seeing this, Kaylee is 
brought to tears and hugs Simon. Even Mal is moved by it and puts 
his arm around Inara, who is surprised at first but snuggles right 
into the embrace. 

EMMA
Mommy mommy, I missed you so much! 

ZOE
(very emotional)

I missed you, too, baby. I told ya...if there 
was a way...I'd bring back your daddy....and I
did. 
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Emma and Wash enjoy a hug just to themselves. When they finish 
hugging, Emma stares at Wash lovingly. 

EMMA
You're just like I pictured you. 

WASH
(teary-eyed)

And you just might be the most beautiful 
thing I've ever seen. 

Zoe, now standing, playfully kicks Wash in the rear end. 

WASH (CONT'D)
Ow...one of the two most beautiful things 
I've ever seen....you and your mom. 

The others laugh. Zoe turns to Elias.

ZOE
Elias, I can't begin to thank you for all 
you did to make this possible. 

ELIAS
Just seeing this is all the thanks I need. 

ZOE
I'm just sorry you didn't get to avenge 
your brother's death. 

ELIAS
(getting choked up)

I'm not...got somethin' a lot better...the 
satisfaction of helpin' you good people. 
There's a warmth inside me I ain't never felt 
before...to which I say praise the good Lord! 

KAYLEE
Why Elias Evans...is that religiosity I hear 
comin' from you?  I think you're a lot more 
like Shepherd Book than you care to admit. 

ELIAS
Kaylee, I think your right. And that's a very 
good thing indeed. 

(pauses)
Now what say we have us a wedding? 

Everyone cheers. Simon and Kaylee kiss and embrace. Zoe and Wash do 
the same, Emma hugging them both at the waist. Mal and Inara look at
each other warmly. Inara gives Mal the “get a clue” look.

MAL
(nods and smiles)

What the hell....when in Rome...
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Mal takes Inara and kisses her passionately. They continue to 
embrace while the others stop, look on, and then begin to cheer. 

KAYLEE
Well it's about stinkin' time! 

Jayne is disgusted by all this public display of affection, 
especially Mal and Inara. 

JAYNE
(shakes his head in disgust)

This is just downright revoltin'. 

River, standing beside Jayne, takes his hand. Jayne looks at her, 
confused. As if to remind him of what her brain can do to him if he 
messes up this moment, she gives him "the stare", but playfully.

RIVER
(eying him intently)

Remember... 

Jayne "gets it", nods his head and manages a smile. River gives 
Jayne a big hug; he reluctantly hugs back. 

CAMERA PANS OUT GRADUALLY TO SHOW EVERYONE, THEN THE WHOLE AREA, 
THEN A MUCH LARGER AREA, THEN THE PLANET, AND FINALLY SPACE. 

                                                          FADE OUT.  

                          END OF ACT SIX

                          END   OF EPISODE       


